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VICAR of BRAY. 

CHAP. i. 

VA R I OU S are the motives \^hich 
have incited me to prefent the 
following pages to the pubiick^ 
Great charafters, in all ages, have ftill 
had their hiftbrian, or their poet, to pre- 
serve them from oblivion -, but in this 
gerieratfoh, a number of interefting and 
Remarkable events, in vain, folieit a 
commemorating pen. Biogrjtphy is un- 
praftifed; the mufes filent> rior has one 
pcrfoh appeared difpbfed, or calculated 
Vol. Lv B to 



2 VICAR OF BRAY. 

to pay due tribute to the fame, or gra- 
tify the natural wilhes of his cotempo- 
rarles. 

But, whatever fate may attend the 
fame of heroes and minifters, the ho- 
neft Vicat of Bray fhall not pafs uncefc- 
"brated : the obligations I owe him, and 
the confanguinity I claim with him, (for 
he was brother to my mother) are unde- 
niable demands upon me, to paint him 
in the ftrongeft, the moft faithful colours ; 
nor can I doubt, but his fhare in political 
tranfaftions, and connexions with menisf 
rank and popularity, will furnifh (at 
leaft for a couple of volumes) fufRcient 
matter ot entertainment. 

The birth or education of my uncle, 
have fo little to do with his conduft, as 
^n adult, that I fhall in no degree en- 
ter upon them : and yet it may not be 
iniproper to obferve, that even with the 
^arlicft dawnings of his xcafojl^ a land 
5 of 
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oi'fubtlety wa» confpicuous in his com- 
pofition, not unaptly conftrued by his 
relations into a mark of extraordinary 
genius. The humour of tliofe from 
whom he hoped to derive either gratifi- 
cation or advantage^ was, at all times, 
his humour-, the medium through which 
they chofe to fee caufes and efFe<5ls, the 
only one conformable to his optics : no 
wonder, therefore, that he had little pr 
no acquaintance with ill fuccefe, what- 
ever were his undertakings. 

Harry Arundel (for it is proper my 
uncle fhould have fome name) had 
an unconquerable averfion to the clerical 
charafter: but, as in the neighbourhood 
of his family lived a man of the firft 
fafliion, who was nearly related to his 
Grace of Canterbury ; and, moreover, 
as that mah of fafhion happened to be 
Harry's godfather, he did not hefitate to 
engage in that paJticular profeffion, 
wl^rein it was obvious fo right honour- 
B 2 abl« 
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-able a patron cbuld> moll eflfedluallyt 
as weU as moft conveniently, fcrve him. 

The Earl of Wihdham had a nephew 
tjiuch of the fame age with. my uncle, 
hnd fituated with him at the fame col- 
lege. No Oxford youth was ever fb emi- 
iient as Harry Arundel for decency of 
marineris, jpropriety of conduft, and un- 
wearied application in his ftudie^. His 
friend, Mr. Windham, had too much vo^ 
Utility to follow his example-, formed 
•for diffipation — gay, idle, and inconft-' 
iief ate — he never once remembered, that 
lively ptirfuits were not the only end of 
his creation. 

Mr. Arundel wcAald frectuently pla^ 
the monitor, and remonftrate with him 
pii occafions of extravagance or gallan- 
try; l>ut>frdm the convi£lion^ that mo* 
fility, however eloquent, was not the 
Way to a youthful heart, he never omit- 
ted the mare efieft^al one, of not only 
. ' palliating 
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p^liating Mr. Windham*s irregularities^ 
but CQndefcending to be aiding and afiiftr 
mg tq the utmoftof. his abilities: tjhiq 
CDnfequexic^ of. wJiieh was, th^t. the 
gentlfinan'sL letters to his relatioas 
were. fiJleSi with. Harry's praifes, \^hilit 
lufv (wqi ovjd^ftjy^ inf^^ted aJl he wiihed? . 

ThiB c^llpg^. v^f^tic^ns were fpent at 
d^ft'l^Pk feat> \y|i^r)e th? bufy inclin^- 
t^ o|in^xuj<i^*fi brj?^^^^^^ abundantly 
^^ftftdj. ^h^t 4sld fo fe what 

^^nslpm^t & r^tippal as political dif- 
<|uUitipnsf an4> as the; Earl of Windlia^m 
v«as a wapp pvtilan, his houfe -v^rasa 
E^nd^zyQi^ for. aU tjie nobility qf certain * 
ppincipleai. Schemes were formcdT— cor-^ 
re^ondcncies entered into^ even fo 
wiy ^ ^^ Y^^^ forty i notwithft^Qd- 
iiig, ^Qii4 rebeUion did riot burft Iqi^* 
H^i^v ^ njueh latcj: p0riod» , . 
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6 VICAR OF BRAY. 

But amongft the many juvenile flights 
in which Mr. Windham thought proper 
to engage, one had liked to have proved 
very fatd. Within thirteen miles of Ox- 
ford lived a poor old man, whofe earlier 
days had been paifed in more profperous 
fcenes. lUnefs and afiliftion had borne 
fo heavily upon him, that he muft infialli- 
bly have funk under them, if a daugh- 
ter, gentle and beautiful as the human 
imagination can conceive, had not fup- 
ported, had not confoled him. He was 
incapable of all means of procuring a 
fubfiftence himfelf : their little,. yet neat 
hovel, and homely, yet wholefome fare, 
were wholly derived from her induflry. 
She privately worked and waflied for 
the collegians, and if dilkdvantageous 
in point of profit, her ftate of fubor- 
dination, fhe could not but be confcious 
that her youth (whatever modeft opinion 
flie might entertain of the uncomrpon 
graces of her perfon) rendered it dangerous 
for her to receive her employment but 

from 
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from a fecond hand. Three or four years 
had elapfed in peace, and amiable re- 
fignation, when Mr. Windham, in a 
ramble, was thrown from his horfe, and 
from principles of humanity, conveyedi, 
by Ibme' hay-makers, to this remote ha- 
bitation. Laurentiawas, at the moment 
of his entrance, wiping the tear of an- 
guifh from, the cheek of age with one 
hand, and feeding the helplefs author of 
her exiftence with fome broth Ihe had juft 
prepared for him, with the other. She 
ftarted and turned pale at an appearance 
Ihe was unable to account for j nor did 
the intelligence of his being a ftray Ox- 
onian, in any degree^ conduce to the re- 
covery of her compofure. Mr. Wind- 
ham, though greatly frighted, and bruifed 
in feveral parts of his body, was incon- 
ceivably aftoniflied at the lovely figure 
before him ; and, as art and finefle were 
not the leaft eminent features of his cha- 
rafter, he magnified the misfortune he 
had met with, in order to recommend 
R 4 himfelf. 



8 VICAR OF BRAY. 

^ himfelf the more ftrongly to her compaf^ 
fion. 

Laurentia was not deficient in afts of 
kindnefs or hofpitality-,. but fhe was 
much alarmed to find him prolong his 
vifit, beyond what fhe very juftly judged 
its neceflary time. A meffenger, at. hi$ 
recjufrfb,. was difpa{cj[ie4 tp 0:^or4. Th? 
Vicar arrived with ^ plpntily^ cargo o| 
provifions5| and, contrary to, tbo wx)rthy 
gtrfs notions of propripiy, wilhes, and 
inclinations, they both took up their 
^bpde wjith her for feveral d^ys, Mr\ 
"Wipdhamanfifted qpon the unfitncifs of 
Jhis being moved in his weak condition ^ 
and the Vicar infilling ypoij giving his. 
friend due attendance. 

As it happened, there was an apartment 
entirely detached from the Ipot Laurentia 
and her bed-ridden father occupied. A 
thoufand fchemes were formed by thefe 
Jpirilfd young fellows, to wound the al- 
ready 
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ready deqpijrrWQunded, and add guilt to 
wretched^fs ; but, UQtwit;]M}:anding all. 
their ingenuity, they were utterly at a lofs 
how to proqej^. The fcial of virtue was 
00 her £ice, and the glow of filial pic^ 
m het Ijeart. To. tempt her unfucccff- 
iuily, was to e:!(pQft tlieaifelves not only 
to difappointment, but inconveaience ; - 
and to fcave h^r uatempted, was dqftruc- 
tiye to their darling views. The Vicar 
infinuated that nothing but violence-^ 
Mi:. Windham ihuddered at the Idea^ ^ 
but pronaifed great rewards if f^e could - 
once be obtained for him by any me- 
thods. Having refolved to engage the 
good old man's approbation and con*'' 
fidence, by th? decency of their conduft, > 
they found no difficulty in carrying thcic 
refolution into practice ; atleaft, tofeiga- 
was never hard to themj nor were they 
<^nly unexceptionable in their manners,^ 
but luikd every probability of fofpicion ^ 
ia the old man to (leep^ by af?e(aing to 
B.5 difregard,.- 
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difrcgard, as far as common civility^ 
could admit, the darling of his heart. 

Laurentia herfelf, was equally de- 
ceived into a favourable opinion of the 
Oxonians, and often afked them. If they 
were an exception to all rule ? Or whe- 
ther the ftrange reports of the principles 
and proceedings of the young ftudents 
were without foundation? The Vicar 
€onvinced her, that in a great meafure, 
that was aftually the cafe, prefent- 
ing her, at the fame time, with what 
he conceived a happy adage, from be- 
ing within the verge of her comprehen- 
fion, that there was leis injuftice in hang- 
ing a dog, than giving him an lU 
name. 

But though Laurentia wa5 acceflible to 
every fpecies of converfatiori, that policy 
would permit them to let reach her fa- 
ther's ear, fhe early difcountenanced every 

overture. 
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overture, whether focial or compli- 
mental, when unfanftified by his pre- 
fence : the uniformity of her behaviour, 
in this refpeft, was the grand barrier they 
fought to remove; the flighteft lapfe 
would have been fufficient for their ' 
purpofe : the flighteft lapfe never efcaped 
her; and they were reduced to the necef- 
fity of altering their approaches.. 

Some medicines which the Vicar ob- 
tained from an eminent phyfician, on a . 
defcription of the cafe, together with 
Balchen's dlreftions, had fo happy an- 
efFeft upon the cottager, under this bloom- 
ing nuife's tender adminiftration, that he 
was once more able to bear himfelf to 
little diftances, not only from his bed, but * 
his home alfo. Gratitude and delight* 
fparkled in Laurentia's eyes, and flie be- 
gan to conceive, that fhe could never- 
ftifficiently honour, or venerate fuch^ 
abundant bcncfaftors. 

B.6: Thefer 
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Thcfe were fenfations they wifhed to 
improve. As air and exercife muft be of 
ufe in the reftoration of health, a one- 
horfe chair was accordingly hired by Mr* 
Windham, and twice a week, either him 
or the worthy Vicar gave the unfufpeft- 
ing father a whirl, to the fatisfadlion of 
all parties. It was during one of tliefe' 
unfortunate excurfions, that the def- 
tined victim was deftroyed. The foli- 
tary fituation of the dwelling, and the 
perfeverance of brutality, accomplilhed 
what the niceft and moft fraudulent arts 
laboured for in vain. 

On the poor old man's return, he re- 
ceived the dreadful information, that his 
daughter was indifpofed-, nor had fhe the ' 
courage to behold his face for many days. 
The Vicar made a report of his own c(5n- 
diift, that afforded but little tranquillity 
to Mr. Windham's breaftj nor was it an 
eafy point to determine, whether they 
fliould ftay or fly. 

In 
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In the midfl: of their fufpence, a note 
was conveyed to them, to meet the in- 
jured creature in a field half a mile from 
her home. She approached them with 
a peculiar airr — here^ faid Ihe, is ther 
wretch of your creation — but I come not 
to afk, what is not in your power to 
grant.— My father fliall not perifh, if 
his child can fave him : let the fatal con- 
nexion be diflblved by degrees, nor leave 
him the fmalleft reafon to apprehend the 
returns he ha^ received for honeft kind- 
nefs. If you have any idea of virtue, 
you may form fome notion of the price 
I have determined to pay for the fecurity 
of his peace. After what has happened, 
it is not for me to fhrink from mortifi- 
cation or horror. I will fee and treat 
you as ufual •, your part cannot, there- 
fore, be difiicult. 

Mr. Windham was exceedingly af- 
fected by her exprefiions and behaviour ; > 

;;;;— talked 
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guilt stfid craelty. — rThis, cried IJie^ this 
I could never have forefeen : and dp^s the 
world contaiQ fo barbarous a ruffian F-^r 
My father! My father fhall not be loft J 
— My affliftions are incapable of mitiga- 
tion ;— not even my father's dreadfulleft . 
^nguifh cQuld heal die raiferies of hi? 
f:hild!— The mifcries of his child can. 
ihield hini from deipair ! 

The ej^lting Vicar now thought hi^ 
conqueft complete j nor had he the fmall- 
^ doubt, but by certain methods m\d 
gr^tions to reconcile her to the tranf- 
fer he was pre-determined to m^e of 
her; for fhe officiated at breakfaf^ with- 
out one figh, and even looked upon him 
Vithmprecompofure, O frailty! frailty t 
feid he, in a foliloquy, wrfl may thou b^ 
deemed another name foi; woman !— rThis 
fweet Laurentia! — Co^ld I have e^- 
pedted her to furvive hpr well-diffembled 
4iftrcfs?-r-My fpplifh humanity had 41- 

.moft • 
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mo& toft me the -viftory, when (he knelt> 
and' fo pathetically fued for mercy : yet 
we are not now only reconciled, but, if 
her pride and perverfenefs would, allo^y 
hereto make the confeffion, fhe abfolutely 
adores me. A man of ipirit has nothing 
to fear, if he does nqt defert himr 
felf. ' 

ThU intcrcourfe was, hpvfeycr, pror 
dii6live of a confequencc, th^t mjift Have 
ruined both father and child^ if Heav^n^ 
in pity, had not fpoke the former into 
<iv^rl.afting repofe. Laijrentia ac^cnowr 
ledged. the benignity of the ftroke, 
an4 followed him- to his grave with pi- 
ous gratitude. * The Vicar, alarmed ^t 
the prolpeft of expence, perfuaded him- 
ielf, that this was the good time to rc- 
iign lus claim, in favour of Mr. Windr 
ham: But, when he came to the cot- 
tage, he foimd it Ihut up, and devoid 
of viljabitAnts y nor did he think it con^. 

venieat 
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venient to be too bufy in his enquiries-* 
The wretched Laurentia, with a great- 
nefs of foul, unknown to what is gene- 
rally called refinement,^ had formed her 
plan from the firft hour of her ddlruc- 
tion. With the little money (he could 
colled, fhe tranfported herfelf to Lon- 
don, where fhe waited and provided for 
an alarming event, with amazing forti- 
tude. Her induftry, her civility, and 
prudent behaviour^ made her many 
friends : but what would have been a 
bleflihg to millions, . was an unfpeak- 
able aggravation of her fufFering, the 
birth of a fine boy. Whatever af- 
fefted only herfelf, fhe endured without 
one complaint : but burfts of anguifh 
were ever the confequences of her turn- 
ing her eyes on the helplefs infant. She 
neverth^lels recovered, was recommend- 
ed as a fervant to a gentleman*s family, 
and the agonizing objeft of htr folici- 
tude placed out to her fatisfaftion. 

With 
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With this family fhe continued many 
yeilrs, with all fojfibh contentment, as 
fhe was unable to avoid fometimes hear- 
ing the name of him, who had caufed 
all her misfortunes. 
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THE.EaxVof Windli^m had one.* 
fon whjQm he thought proper t9 
fend over, at a very early age, to the uni- 
verfity at Geneva^ for education, under - 
the care, of a moft worthy tutor. ' The- 
good man recently buried the wife of his 
tendered affeftipns^ and had only one 
.child remaining, to.bjefs his declining ^ 
days : but in that child nature feemeA: 
to have madfr him ample amends for- 
every evil he .had fuftainpd. Never were 
features fo exquifitely turned, complex- . 
ion fo dclightftil^, pfrfoB fo elegant, or- 
difpofition and capacity fo amiable and/ 
aftonifhing. He left her, however, at." 
the earneft requeft of the Earl, to attend 
Ks fon; his poverty^ rather than his., 
wilU .cpnfe^ting to the cruel feparation^. 
and trufted, that a handfome living would 
have recompenced his felf-denial, have 
€ipiabled him tQ fave the darling of his , 

exijftcucQL- 
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"^xiftence from the roughcft blifts of 
Jife. 



Lordt^hurehitfs temper, abiKties, and 
Ijehaviour were fuch, that his fadierwas 
perpetually feceivihg the moft fkttering 
•^'accouhts of himv ^or were thofe ac- 
counts fuggefted by any other motives^ 
than finc^rity iand juftice. Lord Church- 
ill's foul was J indeed, of that Ipecies, 
'which feidbm deigns to inhabit the breaft 
t)f mortality. Tenderly attached to his 
tutor, he added. aH his experience to the 
"vivacity of youth, and tlended the phi^* 
. lofbpher with the moft elegit accoiiii* 
j^liftiments* 

Lord WindhiUilj uhabte longer to de- 
tiy himfelf the pleafure of beholding and 
"corivei^fihg with fucha foh, in liis tJWo- 
Hand-twentieth yiear, cOniiMknded his re-^ 
'turn to iEhsjland. ^he amfable fliudent 
quitted his ybuilg friends With a figh, and 
H*cluftghtly exchanged the Calm fitisfa^- 

tion 
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tion of retirement, for the noife, the 
fplendor of life. He arrived, accompa- 
nied by his reverend friend, fafe at his 
father's feat, where that gentleman re- 
mained .only three weeks, and had fcarce- 
ly embraced the objeft of his fondefl af- 
feftion, before he was attacked by a vi- 
olent fever, which carried him off in a 
very Ihort period. His pupil, with an 
afFeftion little mferior to filial, watched 
over him to his lateft moment ; and when 
deprived of him forever, became wholly 
inconfolable. Arundel and Mr. Wind- 
ham were enjoined by the Earl, to exert 
themfelves for Lord Churchill's amufe- 
ment; butdiey did not fufficiently un- 
derftand the wounds of fenfibility, to be 
capable of healing them. 

Lord Windham, though on the verge 
of his grand climafteric, piqued himfelf 
not a little upon his t^e for amour. 
The pretty orphan he had engaged to 
protcdt, and received, at the hands of 

her 
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her departing father, with the peculiar 
folemnity of fuch an occafion, was be- 
held by him with unwarrantable approba- 
tion ;-^^he was not the madman many- 
had proved themfelves in an hour . of 
dotage: — ^he abjured every thought of 
matrimony, — ^yet, was tl^e Tweet Clara 
marked down for his own : and, in order 
to fecure himfelf from what he conceived 
a very natural confequence, the rivalfliip 
of his fon or nephew, he conlmitted her 
to the care of the trufly Vicar, untill a 
year or two (hould give her to maturity, 
and furnilh him with a convenient op- 
portunity for accomplilhing a moil diabo- 
lical purpofe. The Vicar advifed (and his 
advite was held raoft good) that Lord 
Churchill (hquld be deceived into a be- 
lief, at the firft probable period, thatlhe 
did not long fiirvive her father, as it 
would otherwife be impoflible to prevent 
his frequently vifiting the dear remains 
of that moft valued friend. Accor- 
dingly, in about fix months afterwards, 
'\" "' a let- 
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a letter, of the Vicar's writing imd iiii^ 
Ti«fafturing.> did arrive with the ritdan*. 
tJioly new^ of the lovely Clara's being 
^ead, and was foon fuccecded by ana- 
ther, wth the particulars of her burial^ 
•at -Ac place to ^hidh ffie was fent ftt 
^tication; and Lord" Churchill could 
't)nly give -a few tears to her memory* 

^ Infatuated Britain was now lifting ift 
-arm againft its own peace. My uncle^s 
khowledge of the political world, forci- 
ble language, pTaufibility of appearance^ 
"With a thoufand pther requifites^ did not 
fail to recommend him as a trea&re, to 
-a party that 'was rearing its head for tht 
moftdefperate attempts* The clitfnaiir 
*w^ almoft univerlal — the lawful heir 
ftiouH be reihftated-^theibreigher driven 
out: Mr. AhJhdcf joined, and, in;-n^ 
fmall degree, contxit^ted toiincreafe "the 
corifufion ; but^ as it was efer a ihaxim 
Vithhim^ ^vx drfcretion was ho lefs the 
better part of polities than ^tS valour^ 

his 
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his proceedings were fly, deep, and in- 
fcTutable. 

Lord Churchill, who was for reducing 
every thing to the flandard of reafon, 
could not properly be faid to belong to 
any party. The conftitution of Eng- 
land was too happy a one (and happinefs 
and propriety were, with him, fynoni- 
mous terms) not to be high in his eftima- 
tion. A rigid lover of juflice, he was, 
neveithdefs, firmly attached to the Brunf- 
wick fucceflion, nor could he think how 
it was poflible for the moft uninformed 
mind to balance a moment in determin- 
ing, that the religion of a prince, if not 
correfpondent with the religion of a peo- 
ple, (however inconteftible his other pre- 
tehfions) was an infuperable obftacle to 
their receiving him for their king. Surely, 
he would frequently fay to the Vicar, in 
an hour of privacy, the madnefs, the 
iWly of mankind, were never more 
llrohgly Evinced than on the prefent oc- 

Y^ou I. C cafion* 
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cafion. To be diflktisfied with the mild 
adminiftration of a monarch, whole 
education and principles are fo truly un- 
icxceptionable, becaufe not born on the 
vtry fpot with themfelvesj yet, in order 
to redrefs the grievance, inviting the ha- 
zardous rule erf one both born and bred, 
jnot only in a foreign country, but in the 
very bofom of our mortal enemies ; and 
who has embraced the Romilh tenets, 
publickly embraced them, even at the 
period of his claiming a proteftant go- 
vernment for his birth-right. You know, 
^r. Arundel, he would add, I abjure 
ail party prejudice, and that reafon alone 
is the barometer of my fentiments. That 
our never-failing friends the French 
ihould take every meafure to interrupt 
our tranquillity, I can eafily compre- 
hend; but, that we fhould join hands 
with them, againjft ourfelves, is, I con- 
fefs, a fpecies of infatuation above my 
utmoft capacity. That the objedl of this 
country's unmerited difapprobation, is 

incapable 
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incapable of infringing tfec minuteft fti- 
pulation, this country has abundantly ex* 
perienced:. but what fecurity, my good 
Harry, cao pur malecontents obtain, that 
their favourite fugitive will be equally 
tenacious of his faith and engagements ? 
Mr. Arundel, by fignificant fhrugs and 
a peculiar animation of afpedt, perfeftly 
' fubfcribed to ^H his lordftiip's arguments, 
though thp fucceeding moment found 
him principal agent on the oppofite fide 
thequeftion. 

Rebellion having once erected its ftan- 
dard, foon _ became formidable. A dis- 
orderly fet of troops, under the conduft 
of an unpradiced leader, were advan- 
cing into the very heart of the kingdom ; 
but it was not thofe undifciplined troops 
that fbruck the pianic ; it was an appre- 
hended reinforcement from abroad, th^t 
terrifijcd the friends of liberty, the friends 
of religion. The Earl of .Windham ww 
amazingly aftivem the. Stewart inteteft'; 
C 2 ^ nay 
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Jiay, he was, indeed, almoft the OfAj 
Engliih nobleman that was (teadjr to Im 
principles : fear or conviftion operating 
fo powerfully on every other heart, that 
though a young man had been invited^ 
and incited by the warmeft encourage- 
ments, to refume the claim of his anceftors^ 
that young man was left, on his arrival 
in a (Irange land, to diftrefs and difcom- 
fiture. 

But, notwithftanding Lord Church- 
all's fentiments fecured him from all po- 
litical engagements, his humanity would 
not fuffer him to be an unconcerned ^ec- 
tator of their effcifb, Jmmediately oft 
the Awihappy ddventtirer's defeat at the 
battle of Culloden, dgefted, broken* 
hearted^ and frietidlefs, be was fought 
t>ut by that young noibl^nan, from the 
moft exalted motives. His religion, hk 
^precarious claim^ the miienes he had ^ 
brought upon a dfcludtd people, were, 
:in tl3^ etigem:^ 'wholly lorgotten, and 

alive 
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alive only ta his misfortune;, his lord- 
fhip's utmpft abilities were exerted for 
their relief; by his humane hand was he- 
conduced fafely to a fhip, in which he ern- 
barked from a country, where he had re- 
paired on the ftrongeft folicitations, ancf^ 
where lie had been moit cruelly aban-^ 
doned by hia partifans^ 

This generous purpofe efFe<5led, Lord 
ChurehUJ, happy in, his own confciouf- 
ne&f r€turae4 to thQ k^t^txm of his 
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CHAR III. 

BY fome extraordinary means or other, 
Lord Churchill's extraordinary adk 
of benevolence and humanity reached 
the knowledge of that family wherein 
Laurentia had found an^ afylum. Her 
conftitution was far from being in the 
vigour, health, innocence, and peace had 
found it; and fhe hourly trembled for 
the fate of that child, that was at once 
the objeft of her horror and tendernefs. 
Though fhe herfelf would have perilhed, 
rather than have derived fubfiftcnce from 
that fource, fhe knew the Vicar was a 
riling man ; — rand, as it was impofTible 
tp pronounce for the choice of the un- 
judging and unintelligent, fhe at lafl 
pcrfuaded herfelf, that fhe ought to give 
the child a chance, for flriking him at 
fome future hour with conviftion And 
repentance, and reaping the benefit of 
his pofTeflions. Having revolved this 

idea 
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idea in her mind for fome time, it became 
confirmed into an ideaof an abfolute duty, 
— though it muft be confef&d that that 
would never have been the cafe, if the 
appointment of an American govern- 
ment had not compeUed her to either 
quit a moft eligible fituation, or teafr 
herfelf from maternalattentions. Lord 
Churchill, as fame will tranfpire, ap- 
peared a fit inftniment for her defired 
purpofe — ta him, for the feke of the caufe 
flie had at heart, whatever fcntiments 
fhe might infpire him with, of her feem- 
kig guilt, (he refolved to conceal the 
deep-laid villainy of the father, kit the 
innocent fon fhould be a fuffferer. 

Having made it her bufinefs, though 
not apparently, to enquire into his con:- 
nexions, fhe foon difcovered, that he oc- 
cafionally vifited at no great diftancefrom 
inbere (he livedo a man hired for the 
purpofe brought her intelligence when 
C 4 he 
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he was expefted-, nor did flie fail ta 
prepare herfelf for the trying inter- 
view. 

Early one morning, as Lord Churchill 
was, agreeable to his cuftom, going to 
walk in the garden, he was informed, 
that a decent, though inferior perfon, 
intreated to fpcak to him-, — the ear of 
goodnefs is evpr open — he fl'^w to karn 
what generous or hutn^e adioa wa» 
within his power, with as much ea? 
gernefs, as Hi^ny would h^vct betray- 
ed to efcape eveiy diilrogful applica* 
tipnu 

My lord, faid the poor girl, confi- 
dence fuch as I have afRimed admits of 
no apology.— -You know the Vicar of 
Bray — a fine, but wretched boy, not ca- 
pable of providing for himfelf, has the 
tcndereft of claims upon him-, — but^I, 
no lefs culpable in the fixft than fucceed- 
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ing inftance, have, by my management, 
fecreted him hitherto from his know^ 
kdge ; nor am I certain, that my tefti- 
moay would now be fufUcient to obtain « 
him the cflential proteftipn o£ infancy. 
Would your lordfhip but condefcend to 
fee him, hi& helplefs condition mufl:. 
fearch your heart, and, in^ return for the . 
fervices ie. might receive, the mother, as • 
you cannot but defpife her^.will, from, 
this hour, ceafe to profefs herfelf fuch^., 
and the poor boy be difpofed of.juft as. 
you may fee beft. 

Lord Churchill was equally furprifed 
at the addrefs, expreflions, and mode of 
proceeding in the woman before him.— * ^ 
There is fomething fo lingular^ madam^ 
iaidhe^ (having recovered himfclf) in the 
afiair that I own, I feel myfclf inclined to 
comply with your wifhcs — tell me where 
Ffhall find the little innocent — to refufe 
Inm the kind offices of humanity, would 
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be doubly cruel, becaufe — I have, how 
ever, no right to fit in judgement upoi 
th^ felf-accufed — let me have a direftioi 
to your child, and if a few guinea 
will— 

\feel the charitable meaning of you 
words, but have not one neceflity t< 
plead. — I fliall leave England in a fe^ 
weeks, and have only to add, that i 
any turn in life fhould enable me to ex 
plain myfelf more clearly, without in 
juring where I ought to fave, you fhal 
hear of me again, otherwife, the firl 
wiD be the laft pcrfonal trouble I Ihal 
give you. 

Lord Churchill could not fupprefs hi 
<?uriofity with refpeft to beholding hi 
young dependent. He therefore, earl; 
the next morning, paid a vifit to th 
nurfe, and dapping a handfome fee int< 
htr hand, entertained himfelf with con 

teftiplat 



VICAR OF BRAY. 35. 

temj^lating the beauty of a countenance,, 
where fweetnefs and expreflion were irre* 
fiftibly blended; above two hours did her- 
indulge himfclf beyond whatever caabe 
imagined or defcribed — to cultivate the 
tender mind — to lead on the delerving, 
to reputation and happinefs,, appeared to- - 
him the higheft of mental gratifications,, 
and he foon confidered himfelf as the- 
obliged party, from repeated vifits, and no 
lefs repeated carefles. The.boy, now turned 
of nine years old, was.by no means defi^. 
cient in tokens of love and gratitude.-^-r 
He was put to a public fchool, accom- 
modated in ^quite a new flile, and tha 
appellation of liftle friend^ fondly, 
beftowed upon hind by I^ good-natured 
benefaftor. 

ITkeeping the mother's fccrct would 

liave been a difadvantage to the child^. 

it muft not have been lodged in Lord 

Chiif chill's bfcaft^ii but as hQ ^ovdd not 

C 6 fee 
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fee the diflference between his taking care 
of an objed that delighted him, or giv-r 
kig him up to the care of an, at ^ft, 
uncertain father, except, that in the 
former inftance, the child would rctaia 
a known good, in the latter, acquire a 
precarious one ; he was refolved never to 
reveal it, unlefs upon fbme uncommoa 
emergency. 4 

The mother continued in England,; 
until perfeftly fatisfied of the fuccefs of 
her innocent fcheme, and then, with a 
heart at eafe, embarked for Jamaica, as 
her departure could be productive o£ 
lio calamity to the lovely child, who had 
^e misfomme to owe his^exiftence to hei^ 
uncommon filial attentioJOr - 

The nurfe would have been very ma- 
licious if ihe had had the power, &)r fh^ 
was really fond of the boy, and i«gret-» 
ted his'lofs, wiiich Ihe- imported -^to* 1*0 
^^ , ' pride 
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pride inftead of friendlhip of his Lord- 
{hip, but as that gentleman's age would 
not admit of a fcandalous conflxuftion^ 
ihe was obliged to fit down unrevenged; 



"i^ 
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C H A P. IV. 

THE blow the- rebels had fuftained^' 
having either cooled their courage, 
or convinced' their underftandings, pro- 
duced a calm that was but ill-fuited to 
my uncle's reftlefs fpirit. The CuUoden 
hero was now the general idol. Lord 
Churchill, from principle, publicly de- 
clared in his f avouri> but, from the appre- 
henfion of injuring his temporal interefts, 
though he more than once bowed his 
knee, Harry Arundel's voice was never 
diftinguifhed amongft the adoring mul- 
titude. 

Mr. Windham, whofe vivacity was 
ever hurrying him into fcrapes, from 
which nothing but the ingenuity of my 
uncle could extricate him, contrived, 
however, to find him a new employ- 
ment. 

One 
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One morning, by way of frolick, hav^- 
ing prevailed upon Lord . Churchill to 
accompany him, he gave the politicians 
the flip, and putting himfelf and coufin 
into theWindfor machine, paid a vifit 
to the metropolis, and was re-conveyed 
to the forefl: in the evening. But moft 
unfortunately, even in that fhoit abfence, 
both the young gentlemen contracted 
impreflions, that were not altogether fo 
confiftent with their rej)ofe. Love had 
ever been with Mr. Windham an ideal 
paflion— nay, it was \m grand fort when 
difpofed for mirth and witticifm — a mere 
ftagc-coach adventure taught him a very 
different leflbn, and awakened fufceptibi- 
li ties, on his companion's part, 'vihich, till 
then, had been unknown to hiv^ 

In the corner of the carriage was 
feated a fwcet girl, in all the bloom of 
eighteen; — her unafFefted innocence, her 
amiable referve, the elegance of her 
perfon, and the elegance of her fenti- 

. ments. 
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meiits, (for (he was, on fome occaiions, 
unavoidably drawn into coaverfation) 
filled each of. their breafta wkh inYohia^ 
tary adniiration. Confidenc and volo^ 
ble a$ Mr. Windham had always found 
himfelf whf n in the company of the fair^ 
it wa^ very wonderfid to him to ffecl a 
kind of ijaftinftiw neceffity for regulat- . 
ifig his exp^Oions and behaviour by the 
lUceft rules of delicacy. — -She declined 
his oflfered hand a;t their feveral baitings, 
dilreg^rded Ws afliduities, and fmiled 
contempt upon his compliments. — ^One 
moment he adored, the next he curfed 
K^r dignity^ but refoWed to trace her 
out to the i^enwteft part of the world. 

This refolution waa> neverthelefs, de- 
feated. The unexpefted appearance of 
ib^ earl, as they were alighting at a little 
inn, obliged them to make a precipitate 
retarpat; and, before they could fum- 
mon my uncle to their affiftance, their 
beautiful feUow-rtr^veUer, and an elderly 
.1 . woman. 
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woman, who accompanied her, had quit- 
ted the place without leaving a fingle 
ray of intelligence behind, 3S they were 
totally ignorant of her name or deftina- 
tioh -, a fignificant figh only efcaped Lord 
Churchill on this difappointment; but 
Mr. Windham was inconceivably difcon- 
certed — ^his accomplifhments unable to 
captivate a plebian heart — ^he vowed re- 
venge, and gave my uncle inftant com^- 
mi^iQa to ipare neither induftry nor 
eiq>eace. ia difcovering the fair ofl^ndQC* 

Alarmed at this uncommon a^taiiofli 
of Mr. Windham's Ipirits, and the no 
leis uncommon earneftnefi oiliiM foUcita* 
tiOQS, my unck thought it his duty to 
compofetheone, and, if pofliblej elude 
the other. He therefore entered into a 
moft rational as well as confcientioUs 
converfation on thefubjedt of fudden and 
improper attachments, begging Mr. 
Windham, while he remembered what 

was 
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years younger than herfelf, all the rela- 
tions (he could boail; and a refined fen- 
fibility the amiable (however painful) 
charafteriftic of her nature. 

It has already been obferved, that Mr. 
Windham's age and my uncle's were 
nearly fimilar : — can it then be extraor- 
dinary, that fo much lovelinefs Ihould 

.infpire him with fimilar fentiments ?— • 
next to the little Clara, (he was the hand- 
fomeft creature he had ever leen 5 and, as 
Clara was then only twelve years old, 
and the facred depofit of friendfhip, he 

. had never dared form a view incompatible 
with that noble friend' % fchemes refpeft- 

. ing her; — -but in the. cafe of Mifi Went- 
worth, he could not conceive himfelf 
under the fame ties, or becaufe he ho- 
noured and revered the nephew of his pa- 
tron, and moft fincerely wifhed to ferve 
liim, he Ihould not remember, that to 
give happinefs to his own heart, was a 
ftill nearer concern. 

Yet 



i 
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. Yet powerful foever as he might expert 
ence the tender paffions, he had upon this> . 
as on every other occafion, a more polif- 
tic motive, of aftion, than would have 
been prudent to truft beyond his own 
breaft— r-What might not a handfome wife 
do for her hulband ? — a wife prcvioufly 
Jackxved by the author, the fource of all , 
his pecvmiany bkflings^ and profpefts of 
advantage; for from the peculiarity of 
Lord ChuFchiU*9 difpofition^ he had ewr 
haiJbd Mr. Windhdnx as the riQog fun of 
hkambkk>n} he therefore exerted all his 
recommeadatory arts — ^gave the fbnd ap* 
prehenfive siother a generous mtimatioriT 
of the Uvefy Mr. Windham's tendre for 
hisdaughter(confequently hunielf a claim 
to her gratitude) and^ by a judicious 
difplay of his nadve and acquired excel- 
knces> during the very period Mr. Wind- 
' ham believed him wholly devoted to his 
intereftj he fo won upon Mrs. Went- 
worth's approbation, that fhe confentedv 
to. beftow her Sophia upon him, provided 

bet 
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the daughter's inclinations were not re- 
pugnant to h€r ftiother*s choice. 

Having been thus far fuceefsful, he 
was cafiing about for a meatis of turning 
Mr. Windham's thoughts on fome new 
jpbjeft; when he was agreeably furprifdd, 
to find that work accompliftied without 
his afBfl:anee. Mr. Windham had yielded 
to the perfuafions of the earl his uncle, 
to prefer intereft to love, that earlaffuring 
him, that marrying a lady h^ had pro-i 
fidcd for him with a m Ms fortune 
tksin fifty thoufand pouhds, would be 
<Ae inoft certain fecurity for little /»- 
MiHgenees^ where, at future peHod% die 
heart might be more Jmm^jftely con- 
cerned \ the £fty thoufan4 pounds was 
not to be refilled, and the union was 
foon ^ter efFe6bed, to the general fatis- 
iafticsi <tf 1^ j>altie5. 

: But however f^rtUiiaft ib 4^ ditidi^^ 
fsy ^Hde (OM fMiid his dijliiiul^ m^ 

cieafc 
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creafe upon him ; Mifs Wentworth** 
perfonal and mental accomplifhments 
had made a lafting impreffion upon Lord 
Churchill's heart; and now that he found 
himfeif at liberty by his coufin's infta- 
bility or avarice to declare his fentiments, 
he prefibd the Divine fo clofely to 
plead his caufe with that amiable girl, 
in the courfe of a little excurfioii into 
which he had purpofely drawn him, 
that the pious gentleman felt it in- 
cumbent upon him, from the friendfliip 
and' gratitude he bore his patron, to 
acquaint him with the predicament his 
fon was under, in conjunftion with an 
humbk hint, that fome more fuitable 
alliance would be his beft protection 
againft every fuch fpecies of impropriety. 

The Earl of Windham received tliii 

important piece of intelligence in thb 

very manner my uncle wiftied ; extolled 

his CQnduft,' promifed rewards, and 

^invited . his fofl homCi unattended by 

Arundel, 
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Arundel, but without betraying the moll 
diftant infinuationof his own motives, or 
Harry's breach of confidence. 

Lord Churchill, who knew nothing 
of difobedience to the commands of a 
father, having again and again befought 
Harry to be mindful of his happinefs, 
left him to purfue his own at the ex- 
pence of truth, of honour, and violated 
friendfhip. But notwithftanding Mr. 
Arundel ventured great lengths with 
Mrs. Wentworth, he had never had 
the temerity abfoluiely to folicit the 
youHg lady's. acceptance of him. The 
apprehenfion of Lord Churchill's dif- 
pleafure, and the influence he might 
have over Mr. Windham, was no fmall 
weight upon Jiis fpirits. While the 
earl lived he. knew he fliould not only 
be juftified, but applauded for the fteps 
he was taking, as with little difficulty 
lie could perfuade his lordihip that 1^ 
married Mifs Wentworth merely to 

prefervc 
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preferve his family from difgjracc ; but 
the queftion was how to fettle the point 
with his fucceffor, in cafe of that mor- 
tality alike attendant on the peer and 
peafant. 

From this embarrafs he was moft 
happily, as welL a^ moil uhexpe6bedly 
relieved, by a fuminons from the carl to ac- 
tompany his ion on an Irilh ezpediticai. 

Lord Windham had it feems, accord- 
ing to Harry Arundel's advice, for .foiM 
time caft about for a daughter-in-law 5 
but as his fon'had, on numberlefs occa^ 
fions, betrayed more fentimei^ than was 
confident wkh the charaftcr of atx>urciibry 
he was not without the dread of his 
laakiflg moral dbjedions to receiving the 
hand of one lady, when his romantic 
afiedions were devoted to another; he 
"therefore concluded it the wifer fehemie 
to difpatdi him td Ireland on an im- 
forUAt c«miil»fikio» Where he had hopes 
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Jiis iiame would foon expire in diflipation 
or vanity. 

Mrs. Wentworth was greatly afFefted 
at the neceflity for Mr. Arundel's hafty 
departure, for Ihe had flattered herfelf 
with fecuring a valuable proteftor, in 
the hufband and the brother, for both 
her daughters before the misfortune of a 
inatemallofs fhould reach them. — ^Harry 
appeared to fympathize with her in all 
lier concern, though his heart fecretly 
exulted in fo unhoped for an opportunity 
for forming his train of future adlion, 
with reipeft no lefs to fafety than utility; 
and -having acquitted biii|felf ii} thq part- 
ing fcene with his ufual dexjtcrit;y, and 
fufficiently impofed upon the unfufpecfKng 
natures he had to deal with; :he foon 
arrived at the earl's feat. 

Lord Churchill, who was inipatient to 
enquire after the fwect girl he had feen 
only to regret, led my uncle the earlieft 

Vot. L D moment 
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moment poflible into a private receft 
of the garden •, where he received fuch 
dilcouraging accounts of his labours, as 
determined him to ceafe his purfuit; 
BOtwithftanding his partiality, which he 
miftook for reafon, whifpered, that fhe, 
of ^11 women, was beft calculated to make 
him happy. 

The Vicar had orders to vifit the littfe 
£xile before his embarkation, and prepare 
3ier to give his lofdlhip the reception of 
a fecond father; he did fo, ^id as in- 
nocence and gratitude are common inha- 
* bitaiits iri'the fame bofom, the beautiful 
child prBfedfed herfelf impatient for the 
^ Interviiw ; the Vicar's maligriant foul 
felt a pan^, thiat fuch an angel ihould be 
referved for any other wretch than himlcfl; 
though utterly incapable of every gleam 
of principle or compaflion* 
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C H A P. V. 

IN Ireland, no lefs than England, did 
my uncle diftinguifti himfelf in a moft 
extraordinary manner ; his friends were 
numerous, his reputation extenfive ; 
and all efiefted merely by a happy obfer- 
vation of the great St. Paul's maxim, 
who did not fcryple (but for a very 
Qppofite purpofe to whatever the Vicar's 
heart was capable of) to become all things 
to all men. 

Among many notable ftrokes, Harry 
Arundel was at length tempted to per-r 
form a mallerly one. The yacht which 
conveyed Lord Churchill and him to 
Dublin, had by the confeht of that 
nobleman feveral other paffengers on 
board. It was Mr. ArundePs cuftom 
to treat all ftrangers with politd fami- 
liarity.--»A widow lady profcfled herfelf , 
D 2 ' highly 
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highly pleafed with his converfation and 
perfon: the. widow lady had fortune 
and family to recommend her to atten- 
tion ; Mifs Sophia VV^cntworth only 
unfubftantial profpefts : confequently, 
though he had made fome ftrong de- 
clarations of attachment to. the ear of 
her mother, Mifs Sophia could never be 
admitted as an impediment to his paying 
his devoirs to a new acquaintance. Bc- 
fides, was not Mifs Sophia beloved by 
his young patron ? and if the earl was 
but once out of the way, he did not fee 
(in his prefent humour) why the generous 
wi{h of his heart might not be acconi- 
pliihed; or ihould that amiable young 
gentleman be born for difappoihtment^ 
that difappointmcnt ought furcly to re;ac|i 
him unaggravated by jthe hand of ^i- 
perfidious friejid. 

. Having made the lady repeated vijfit$, 
^a^d obtained full fatisfaftign rei^pcftii^ 



VICAR OF BRAY. 53 

her circumftanceSy he came to a deter* 
miiiation to open the affair to Lord 
Churchill. 

Accordingly the very next morning 
at the breakfaft table^ having adapted 
his countenance to his fubjedl, as he was 
moft capable, he began as follows : 

Thopgh there is no fpecies of deceit, 
my lord, that can be compatible with 
friendfliip, yet it is not impoffible but 
the beft friends may be induced to tem- 
porize on fome occafions. 

Arundel, returned his lordfhip haftily, 
have you ever deceived me ? — ^I own 
there; is one piece of deceit that would 
nearly affeft me. 

However your lordfhip may have 

been deceived, faid Mr. Arundel, you 

'liavc never been injured ; to oblige the 

carl your father, and fave you ifrom' a 

D 3 matri- 
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.matrimonial perfecutionj though I dif- 
,CQvered, I have hitherto concealed the 
place of your fair fellow-trayeller*8 
refidence. 

Be perfectly explicit, cried his lord- 
,fhip eagerly, that your prefent inge- 
nuoufoels may atone fpr paft -r— ^ 

You are warm, my lord, returned 
Ariindel, with the moft artful compo- 
fore, yet do I by no me^ns merit your 
. difpleafure j if I had married the lady 
in the clandeftine manner your father 
fuggefted • 

You Ihould, exclaimed his lordfliip, 
. have anfwered it with your life ! My lord, 
my lord, returned Arundel, interrupting 
him, this is but a poor return for faith» 
and perhaps hard-praAiced felf-denial, 
for Sophia is a moft divine creatuiip. — ' 
I would tell you, that fo far from mean^ 
ing to regulate my conduft by Lord 

Windham's 
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Windham's wilhcs^ or (dealing out . & 
iiypocritical figh) as I have already ob- 
fcrved, too probably my 07^ inclinations^ 
1 ani now on the very point of marrying, 
the widow Fleming. 

And fo Mr. Arundel^ faid his lordihip,! 
—but it is no matter — I committed 
tjie caufe of my heart to the care of 
ijiendfhip— I have it feems, however^ 
very different obligations to that friend- 
fhip, than I either expeded or fought 
for. 

Do we break hands, my lord, de- 
manded Arundel with fupprefled con- 
^depce, or is . our union to receive 
additional confirmation ? will ypu accept 
ef my fervices ? be properly cautious, * 
nor, by undue wrath, difappoint your 
own wilhes : the lady fhall be yours, 
though I fliould be the inftant facrifice i 
£oT I perceive your father's deviation 
from the ktta of juftice and paternal 
D 4 tenderneis 
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cendemefs will much fooner be forgiven, 
than the behaviour of a man who has 
been cruel, only to be kind. — ^Ambition 
is his" plea ; yet will that ambition with 
all its efFeds meet with pardon, while 
your real, your proved friend remains 
the objeft of your refentment. 

Arundel, cryed Lord Churchill, quite 
melted down to his purpofe, I znt 
fatisfied, I thank, I efteem you ' ■ ■ 

Mr. Arundel did not fail to make his: 
advantage of this moment of credulity 
and honeft foftnefs j he gave the colour 
he wifhed to the whole tranfa<5tion ; and 
was fo far fuccefsful, that he received 
the widow in a few weeks from hb 
lordfhip's own hand, as a teftimony of 
his reconfirmed cordiality ; and the 
Vicarage of Bray becoming vacant^ 
that young nobleman anxious to atone 
imaginary injuftice, obtained it for his 

favourite; 
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favourite 5 who, on his part, affefted to 
receive it with the moft grateful humility. 

Impatient as Lord Churchill was to 
. return to England, he fufFered himfelf 
to be governed intirely by the faitliful 
Vicar 5 who having formed fome very 
advantageous as well as political con- 
nexions in that country, was for ever 
fumifhing fome undeniable plea for their 
continuance •, all of which, however, 
he conftantly clofed with the ftrongeft 
aflfurances, that Sophia would be as 
attainable in a few months as at that 
a£tual period ; and that both her heart 
and peribn fliould infallibly be his. 

But notwithftanding this repeated en- 
couragement, where Sophia was the 
obje<5l, he could have wifhed Lord 
Churchill to have made a very different 
cleftion. Mrs. Arundel had a niece, 
whofe accomplifhments were by no^neans 
iftconfiderable, and whofe pcrfon was 
D 5 really 
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I'eally charmlog. — A tide has an agt^-^ 
able found: — ^My niece Lady Churchill 
was what this kind relation, wifhed to 
Jiave it in her power to pronounce^ nor' 
was Mifs Needham either ill inftruded 
or deficient on her part. 

His lordfhip, however, had a niind 
incapable of beii^ fubdued by fupecfidat 
perfe<5lions ; he treated Miis Needham: 
with infinite politenefs, but evinced the 
in^poflibility of her exciting his admi- 
ration ; yet, as whilft he was unmarried^ 
they did not chufe'to defpair, theychofc 
to preferve him in that unengaged 
ftate to the tafi: prafticahle momenta 
The Vicar, who never faw a woman 
without fomyng defigns upon her, nor 
iiever fucceeded in his attempts without- 
abandoning her to the complicated 
miferies of diftrefs, poverty, guilt and 
ciifgrace, could not fecure himfeif from 
fome vague undigefted fchwnes^ with 
i:efpeft to his lively relation^ but as the 

chances 
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chances were againft him,, he contented 
himfelf for the prcfent, with only pro- 
mpting |ier vifiting England,, a point 
that he had no di^Hculty in carrying, as: 
it was previoufjy fettled by the ladies, . 
that they would not part on that fide 
the water. As Mifs Needham's fortune 
was fmall, her vanity was greatly mor- 
tified at the apprehetifion of not appear- 
ing tp fuch advantage in the Englifh 
beau monde as-ihe could wifh ; but 
jier uncle un4ei^anding her diftirefs, re- 
prefegted it io ludicroyfly to his lordfhip, 
|hat zfi elegant an4 nobly prefentec} 
oppip}iiinent was the confequence, and 
^e enabled to figure away to her utmoft 
afoJbitioH. Many, people would call thefe 
little fin^cs by a reproachful name; but 
'the Vicar, and, after the Vicar^s good 
exafnple, all his family were fuperior 
to thofe ridiculous feelings, fenfibility 
and fentiment are produftive of; they 
did not take the airy for the fubftantial,. 
or gratify their imaginations with fairy 
T) 6/ dreamsr 
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dreams. I fhallnot, however, prefunse 
to enter the young lady's wardrobe, though 
I own I have a peculiar pleafure in dif- 
playing his lordfhip's munificence, or 
fwell out a fingle page of this important 
hiftory with a catalogue of female finery ; 
but on the other hand, I could not have 
anfwercd it to my principles as a 
faithful hiftorian, to have omitted a 
. circumftance that throws fo much light 
into all the characters of this triumvirate, 
and muft be exemplary to generations 
yet unborn. Would we teach the arts 
of profperity to our children, we moft 
teach them to fubdue every idea of re- 
finement, and to confider nothing mean 
that is profitable, nothing contemptible 
but a defcrtion of their own intereft. 
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THE Earl of Windham did not 
fail to wait upon his intended 
viftim at the time appointed ; he had 
not then feen her for near three years, 
and it was with inexpreffible delight and 
aftonifhment that he beheld her increafed 
perfeftions. 

She was now entering her fifteenth 
year, tall, and finely accomplifhed. She 
had the artlefsnefs, the fenfibility, to be- 
dew the hand of her beloved father's 
patron with her tears ; the tears of filial 
tendemefs, the tears of genuine gra- 
titude. — ^Lord Windham was charmed 
with her fimplicity ; and intreatied that 
every fhadow of anxiety mi^t; be for 
ever banifhed from her gentle bofom: 
that in him fhe fliould find a full 
compenfation for all the lofles fhe had 
fuitained i for that the proteAion of a 

father^ 
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father,, and the fond indulgence of ai 
mothq-, fhould be all united in the- 
charafter of friendlhip ;. nor would his. 
fortune be ever truly enjoyed but whea 
employed in her ferviog. Hp expreffed 
Bofmall approbation of the VicafschoipB 
ef fo happy a retirement for his little 
ebarge^ and begged flie would aiccuftonn 
herfelf to communicate all her wifhes,, 
to fave him from the painful appre- 
Kenfion of her having one wifh un* 
gratified.. 

J'he more he converted witji l^is Clarai 
9S he repeatedly called her, tl>e more he 
foupd he was escaping from himfelf.TT^|ti 
was abfiLird, k was contemptible to 
thuik of niiarrying •, and yet, could (he 
whole world produce fuch a counteis a$ 
he ha4 it in his poyirer to creat;e P.^tttIh: 
fliort, there was fuch an air of virtue 
arQun4, th^t his heart inftindivcly ac- 
knowledged ^ts divine influence^ the 
idea of ifupombijiity j^terjpefl him frotx) 

ail 
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all attempts; and he vowed when he 
took his leaye^ not to add fo heinous 
a fin to his catalogue as the de£tru£i;ioa 
of nature^g moft finifhed work» 

Fraught witli this generous refolution^' 
as the pride of nobility taught him xx> 
deem it, not once recolle6ting that the 
title of countefs could ill balance his 
aige and infirmities, and more efpecially 
to the unafpiring and cultivated mind, 
lue impaticndy wilhed for the Vicar*s 
advice and afliftance -, and the Vicar 
iuving exhauiled, his whole fund of 
deUy^, was not able much longer to 
prevent his revifiting Berkfhire: but 
that reverend gentleman, in his way to 
Lc^rd Windham'? feat, took , it in his 
lead ix officio, whilft Lord Churchill 
flepped afide to exchange a few friendly 
i&lutes with an old fchool-fcUow^ to look 
i^^^upoa the lovely girl. 

He 
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He found her improved beyond hfe 
utmoft expeftationS; nay, he foon found 
alfo that k was impoflible for either hiis 
wifdom or his piety to fecure him froch 
impreffions wholly incompatible with his 
truft. — <jallantry, next to avarice, was 
however, as I have already obfervec^ 
Harry ArundePs predominant paflion, and 
he vainly urged all that propriety and prin^- 
ciple (a fpecies of propriety and principle 
little inferior to infernal) could fuggeft to 
retain his faith, though by the facriHcc 
of his moft darling inclination ; Harry 
Arundel*& darling inclination would 
not be fo foorly filenced ; and he at 
length yielded to the more powerful 
ipring of aftion, and refolved by fomc 
method or other, to defeat the evil 
defigns of his patron, for the^Wpurpofe 
of carrying the recent ones formed by 
his own bafenefs into execution. But 
as he was fenfible that it was a work of 
danger, he prudently determined that 

it 
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it Ihould be a work of deliberation ; and 
therefore made no other advantage of 
this interview, than taking the meafure 
of the foul he had to deal with •, whofc. 
many fine lines were apparent, from 
being ftrongly marked by the finger of 
virtue 5 but if delicacy produced nice 
apprehenfion, ingenuoufneis made a blefled 
opening for deceit ; and as to undertake 
was but another name with him for ac- 
complifhing, he was far from .quitting 
her in the torments of defpair. 

In a Ihort time after his arrival, he 
diought proper to wait upon Mrs. Went- 
worth, who received him with thegreateft 
jple^ure, and declared herfelf ready to 
confirm their former treaty, and receive 
for . her fon-in-law, the man who had 
abufed her confidence. 

After a very artful converfation, in 
which the Vicar had lamented that our 
inclinations were not in our own power, 

he" 
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ke began at length to come more Unmc*- 
diatdy to the point. Notwithftandiiig> 
my dear madam, faid he, I was fo happj 
as to recommend myfelf to your appro- 
bation, it was not poffible for me not 
to perceive long before my embarkationi 
for Ireland, that Mils Sophia's fentiments. 
pf me were not equally flattering. It has; 
coll me infinite pain, but what is it we 
will not accomplilh for thofe we truly 
love ? to know myfelf not the man o£ 
' her preference was fufEcient ta determine 
me to return her friend alone ; Ihe may 
now, my good madam, behold me with- 
out apprehenfion, — ^the conflift. is paft: 
—the formidable lover, as Ihe I dare fay 
^onfidered me, totally fubdued :—rto 
deliver her delicate mind from the foft 
perfecution of perfuafion, and fave her 
a compliance that would have wounded 
her peace (all unable as I was to anfwer 
for my own refolution) I have, by uniting 
myfelf to another,, fecured us both from, 
danger., 

Mrs.. 
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Mrs. Wentworth, in whofe breaft 
artifice and deceit had never dwelt, re- 
ceived this information- with a tear of 
regret ;-•— the more Ihe admired his gene- 
rofitjr and difintereftedrtefs, the nK)re fhe 
was concerned that her daughter had 
loft him ; but that fhe might fpare him 
a painful participation of her difappoint- 
ment, fhe called the (iau^er& <^ her 
heart to welcome their conimon friend- 

The Vicar was not . in any degree 
miflaken, in regard to Mifs Wentworth's 
impreffions of him ; her foul refufed 
acquaintance with him; but fuch was 
the gentlenefs of her difpofition, that 
however her fenfibility might have been 
wounded, fhe could not have oppofed 
maternal authority j and as her mother's 
voice was |ier aftual defliny, had that 
mother decreed, fhe had become his. 
viftim, 

M^ 
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Mils Louifa Wentworth, thongh 
equally dutiful and amiable as her lifter^ 
had a vivacity that made her fee things 
through a very diflfcrent medium^ With^ 
out the finalleft portion of acrimony, 
ihe had a propenfity to rally upon ahnoft 
every occafion, or, as Ihe exprefled it, 
to chepfli ^he fenfe of fatisfa6bion, and 
laugh off the evil that was inevitable. 
Her pcrfon was pleafing and genteel, 
but the fmall-pox had made fad ravage 
in her features ; the lovely eye-brow was 
rooted up,* the ornamental eye-lafh no 
more ; nor could die dimple be eafily 
diftinguifhed from an unkind indea* 
tation J yet were the graces of her mind 
capable of giving expreffion to plainnefs, 
and an air of fweetnefs to the rough 
workings of difeafe. With this young 
lady the Vicar was no favourite ; fhc 
fancied, unable as fhe was to ailign a 
reafon, that there was fomething more 
about him than mere honefty and polite- 
and had left nothing unfaid to 

increafe 
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mcreafe her fifter Sophia's natural difincli- 
nation to an union with him. Mifs W6nt- 
worth received the news of the Vicar's 
marriage with a fatisfaftion fhe could 
not conceal ; her accent, her glowing 
cheek, bore too faithful teftimohy againft 
her i and the Vicar's pride, inconceiv- 
ably wounded by fuch apparent con- 
tempt, laid the foundation of enmity and 
revenge in his baleful bofom, which he 
determined at all hazards to gratify, 

Louifa had conftrained herfelf during 
the Vicar*s vifit from all tokens of exul- 
tation^ but the moment he departed, 
flic broke forth according to the diftates 
of her heart •, thanked him a thoufand 
and a thoufand times in her Sophia's 
name for his unexampled generofity; 
humouroufly condoled with herfelf on 
being deprived of fuch a brother, and 
placed his conduft in fo ridiculous a 
point of view, that even his hardened 
icheek mult have experienced a fuffufion. 



i 



70 VICAR OF BRAY. 

if fhe had indulged her inclination in 
his prefence, Mrs. Wentworth could 
not be very angry with the fprightly, 
well-meaning creature; for though^ ihe 
often wifhed her lefs volatiTe, as flie 
knew it was impoffible to render hct 
more innocent, fhe foon hufhed every 
little diiTatisfa^ion into peace* 
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C H A R VIL 

MRS. ArundePs mind was moft 
aptly calculated for her hufband's 
purpofcs ; in party affairs the intelligence 
lie ^vou^d not appear to receive was dealt 
forth at her toilet, and by her commu- 
nicated at convenient periods*, he was 
not one of thofe morofe hufbands who 
deny their wives the liberty of fpeech. 
Mrs, Arundel would, on every fuchocca- - 
(ion, not only deliver her own opinion, 
but fift out the Vicar's fentiments, and 
make fuch reports to her friends as were 
moft recommendatory of their mutud 
intereft. 

But in the midft of all his political 
engagements, the little Clara was not 
forgot by him •, he rorrefponded with her 
as a kind of father -, entertained and in- 
ftradted her in the fame inftMit ; and 
whatever was the fubjedt, fuch a fpirit 
2 of 
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of benevolence and generofity ran through 
his epiftles that (he thought ihe could 
never fufEciently honour and venerate 
him. Lord Windham would frequently 
converfe with him concerning her, but 
notwithilanding his lordfhip had wiihed 
his return for the very purpofe of con- 
fultlng him» and refolved not to conceal 
the minuteft fentiment of his heart, the 
apprehenfion of his ridicule, and xhA 
apprehenfion of the world's cenluie, 
would not permit him to be q\4te explicit 
with relpeft to his intentions. 4 

The Vicar, who had fettled it in his 
own breaft, to ruittj under the malk of 
the moft exalted friendfhip, foon foraied 
his plan, and only waited for a happy 
opportunity of carrymg it into execution. 
But whilft politics and gallantry thus 
engroiied the minds of the Vicar and 
his patron. Lord Churchill's thoughts 
wer^ far otherwife exercifed; unable to 
|;ain their point where cheir niece waai 

concerned^ 
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concerned, they at length condefcended 
to oblige him in his own way. — ^The 
lovely Sophia was to be invited by Mrs. 
Arundel on a London journey, and that 
good-natured lady did not fcruple to 
promife him he Ihould enjoy as many 
tete-a-fetes with her as his heart could 
^fh 5 for as Ihe had received her 
hufband's commands, fo {he had not 
failed to infmuate herfelf into Mrs. Went- 
worth*s good graces ; and as for the young 
ladies, from judging of her heart by their 
•own, they-really beheld her with infinite 
approbation. 

But however Mrs. Wentworth might 
be delighted with the repeated vifits fhe 
received from Mrs. Arundel (adapted as 
her behaviour and converfation were to 
the purpofe of captivating her confi- 
-dence and good-opinion) fuch vifits were 
•always confidered by Mrs. Arundel as fo 
Inany inftances of duty and fubmifTion to 
-the will of her hufbandj nor did (he 

Vol I. E faU 
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fail to exa£t a price for every fuch aft of 
compulfion and felf-dejiial. There were 
fome fubjefts upon which fhe feemed 
bom to fhine, though without the fup- 
port and afliftance of the Vicar Ihe would 
have made a rather bad figure upon 
others : one of which was the town and 
the town's amufements. The young la- 
dies were entertained, notwithftanding 
they were too equal minded to be elated 
with her animated defcriptions, and were 
fufficiently apprifed of her intention, of 
giving them, at a future period, an op- 
portunity of judging for themfelves— 
they therefore made a polite return to 
her application for the pleafure of their 
company, and, with their mother's pef- 
feft concurrence, entered very fpiritedly 
into the little neceflary preparations for 
their journey* 

My children, faid Mrs.. Wentworth in 
the moment of bidding adieu, Mrs. 
Arundel's known prudence, and your 
^fkabliihed principles of reafon and pro^ 

pricty, 
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priety, filence e^ery apprehenfion I 
(hould otherwife experience for the 
youthful mind on emerging into life-— 
you will be in no danger of erroneous 
impreflions — ^fplendor will never deceive 
you into the idea, that Iplendor is the 
only good of human exiftence — ^you will 
always remember, that it is redlitude of 
manners, and a confcience void of of- 
fence, that can alone fecure us from the 
jpangs of felf-contempt, the intolerable 
mifery of felf-condemnation. 

As to attachments natural to your 
time of life, I own I (hall hold myfelf 
prepared for the natural intelligence ; 
but never, my children, hope to allure 
me by the parade of titles or dignities 5 
you are enabled by your education to 
make a valuable figure in an humble 
fphere — ^believe me, was it even poflible 
for your little attractions to fix the heart 
of a man greatly your fuperior, you 
E 2 would 
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would be far from tafting that felicity 
moderate circumftances can give. 

Sophia and her fiftfer arrived in P^ 
Mall. Lord Churchill's impatience to fee 
and converfe with the former would 
not fuffer him to defer his vifit beyond 
the enfuing morning. Mrs. Arundel in- 
troduced him as her moft particular 
friend, and belpoke that kind of confe- 
deration for him, which his apparent 
merit feemed to intitle him to. Louifa 
perceived a fomething of confufion in 
her fifter*s behaviour that fhe could not 
account for until flie dlfcovered that 
this was one of the young fellow-travellers 
file had fo frequently heard Tier mention, 
and fmcerely wiftied that their mutual 
approbation might not be produftive of 
unhappy confcquences. She had heard 
and read of the prejudices of the polite 
world, and as her fellow-traveller proved 
to be a man of faftiion, and her fifter^s 
fortune and connexions were barely out 
2 of 
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of the common caft, together with her* 
mother's admonition, that ftill vibrated 
on her ear, fhe trembled left a train of 
difficulties and difappointments fhoul^^ 
enfue. 

Lord Churchill, had he wifhed to con- 
ceal the joy he derived from this long- 
hoped-for interview, would have found 
himfelf very unequal to the talk. Difli- 
mulation had ever been in his idea too 
unmanly a pradlice for him ever to have 
been guilty of it ; and we well know that 
dl firft attempts a^e apt to betray them- 
^ves.. He treaty Mils Louifa with 
.^ politenels tl^ ^ii^ his ch^rafberiftic^ 
Jiftened unreludtantly to many ftrokes of 
her vivacity, but it was ftill apparent 
which was with hina the principal obje<5t 
of confideration i nor was Mifs Went- 
worth ever iijiore ?tgref ahjy flatteff d du* 
xing her whoji^ exUici^c?, 
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. When he took his leave, Louifa de- 
clared him to be a man after her own 
heart, rational, decent, intelligent and 
entertaining. There can be nothing com- 
parable to him, added fhe, in the polite 
circle, to which we are to be intro- 
duced — but yet he wants — what fay you 
Sophia — in my opinion he wants anima- 
tion. I could indeed call fuch a man brother 
with delight, but there are ftill many rc- 
quifites wanting to conftitute the creature 
I could acknowledge for my lord. 

Mifs Wentworth bluflied, and gently 
chiding her fifter, for what fhe called 
undue livelinefs, endeavoured to change 
the fubjeft. 

Lord Churchill, faid Mrs. Arundel, is 
a nobleman of moft Angular fentiments — 
an enemy to all the forms and ceremo- 
nies in fo much repute with the great 
world — he has a tafte for retirement, 
doats upon little family parties, and I 

dare 



VICAR OF BRAY. 79 

dare promife you will frequently make 
one at our ibcial fire-fide : but perhaps, 
ladies, on your introduftion to gay 
fcenes, your fentiments may be fo 
changed, as to render him an ineligible 
companion. Whilft you continue at my 
houfc, you mull continue perfeft mii- 
treflcs of your 'own inclinations, nor 
though it might be my misfortune to 
have a boor for my relation, or a fanatic 
for my friend, be taxed with the com- 
pany or converfation of the one or^the 
other. 

Do not alarm yourfelf, madam, faid 
Mifs LouiTa, however unfuitable he may 
prove to my giddy hunK)ur, be affured 
he will at all times be a moft acceptable 
vifitant with my fitter-, to be demure^ 
'is with her only anothername for being 
amiable; and befides it mutt be allowed, 
that the peculiarities of reafon and good* 
fenfe will not fail of many admirers^ 

E 4 Mifs 
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Mifs Wentworth, from the eflfeft her 
fifter's raillery refpedfing Lord Churchill 
had on her heart, began to wifli (he had 
been fpared the rencounter. As to in- 
ftantaneous attachments, or what is 
called love at fight^ fhe held it in the 
higheft ridicule, and the foft jremem- 
brance (he had retained of her admired 
fellow-traveller's merits, was known by 
her only by the denomination of jufticc 
and difcernment. Had fhe herfelf in- 
deed been born to the firft diftinftions, 
(he could not have thought it condc- 
Icci^fion when forming a friendfliip with 
fo worthy an objedt as Lord Churchill 
appeared, whatever might be his rank 
in life; but the opinion her humility, 
and her modefty induced her to entertain 
of her own defervings, no lefs induced 
her to conceive the cafe quite altered 
iNrhere he had the fuperiority. 

The Vicar would frequently congfa^ 
tdate himfelf on all his fuccefies, but 

on 
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on none fo much as the fucceis of h's 
fineife where Miis Wentworth was con- 
cerned : and his biify foul, which could bt t 
•be ill fatisfied with one purfuit, was ever 
inftigating him to great fchemes, even 
to the violation of every law of hofpi- 
tality^;-but he beyond meafure dreaded 
the penetration erf the lively Louifa, in 
whofe fight he had fome reafon toappre- 
-hend he was not the mod amiable of 
menr 

He had, it was true, long refolved 
that the little Clara fhould not efcape 
likn, but then he Could not at the fame 
time but conceive, that an amour with 
his fair vifitant would have>,its charms, 
or, at leaft, if fhe fhould oii'ce become 
aw//^he might fafely recommend him- 
felf, under the double fanftipn of the 
hufband and the motherV friend — for 
k was one great article of his 
creed, that women would not- hefitate to 
E 5 err, 
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err, if every probability of detedUon was 
removed to a proper diftance. 

Mifs Wentworth, who, from the in- 
itantthe Vicar acknowledged himfelf a 
married man, conceived her deliverance 
complete, for Ihe had no notion that 
gallantry was an univerfal paffion, now 
<:onvcrfcd with him upon the eafieft 
terms — but whilft her heart was unagi?- 
tated by fear, it was not a ftranger to 
fofter fenfations — ^Lord Churchill en- 
groflfed her whole thoughts — his perfon, 
his principles, were equally high in her 
approbation ; and fhe could not help 
dwelling upon the eligibility of fuch an 
union, even in her mother's fight ; that 
mother at whofe- diipofal Ihe ever held 
hcrfclf. • 

Lord Churchill, toa well acquainted 
with the foibles of his father's charaftei^ 
found himfelf totally at a lols how tp 

proceeds 
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proceed. — Mifs Wentworth^ though fo 
perfeftly unexceptionable in his eftima- 
tion, he could not but be fenfible was 
devoid of all thofe eflentials his father 
held fo facred — ^a plebeian of obfcure 
education, and unfupported by even the 
remoter merit of noble alliances. The 
Vicar, however, no fboner perceived 
than he calmed all thel^ kind of emo- 
tions in his breaft, by convincbg him, 
that though Lord Windham's peace 
ought to be dear to him, it was unwor- 
thy a man of underftanding to be tender 
of his caprices — that a private marriage 
would anfwer every defireable purpofe^ 
by preferving him the mofl: amiable of 
her fex, and fecuring the earl from all 
diflatisfaftion ; and he took upon him 
to engage for the young lady, and the 
young lady's family, to be fatisfied with 
confcious RIGHT, whilft he took care 
that infmuated wrong Ihould fatisfy his 
old patron : in a word, his fcheme was 
to communicate an impreflion where ne- 
E 6 ceflaiy 
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ceflary, that Lord Churchill had per- 
foaded Mifs Wcntworth to confent to a 
fafhionable engagement, the only im- 
preffion that could, in his opinion, tem- 
per Lord Windham's pride, reftrain his 
reientmeht^, and enfure the happinefs of 
his fon. Lord Churchill thanked him a 
tlioufand times for the fuggeftion, faid he 
would turn it over in his mind, and if it 
was his only refource^ endeavour to recon- 
cile himfelf to it. 

Mrs, Arundel, fond of obliging 
tlie great world, would fain have intro- 
duced the pretty pay/annes to the firfl: 
circles, not doubting but their fimplicity, 
however tempered by elegance, and con- 
fined notions of life, however in con- 
junftion with reafon, would afford no 
fmall entertainment, where both the one 
and the other, from not being underftood, 
were ' conftantly confounded with want 
of breeding and ignorance : but Mifr 
l^ouila was not to be led about without 

a mean-% 
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a meaning fb eafily as Aie had imagined. 
Splendor and parade, inftead of ftriking 
her with awe, were objefts of her ridicule; 
aor' was flie to be prevafled upon to take 
more than a fuperficial view of what ft« 
declaredly delpifed. The folly of fafhion, 
and the immorality of gaming, were 
topics, on which fhe abundantly fhone, 
and no lefs abundantly treated, whilft 
the wretched Mrs. Arundel hung the 
head from confcious inferiority andcon- 
fcious meannefs, without daring to vin- 
dicate what fhe did not dare to renounce; 
for fhe was an equal (lave to the humour 
of the times, as unfit to afTign even the 
fmalleft reafon, or excvlfc for their ab- 
furditics. 

And fo, Mifs Louifa would often fay,- 
this is life it feenis ; to fuflfer every fenti- 
mcntal faculty to remain unejterted, and 
fubmit to the unreflrained dominion of 
fancy and caprice. I vifited London, 
not fo much for the purpofc of gratifying 

the 
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the eye as the ear. Amongft all ranks of 
people I had jflattered myfelf with ftill at- 
tending to the ufeful fubjed, in order that 
having an opportunity my theory might 
be correfted by the arguments of 
experience. It is true, I had no wifli 
to mix with pedants, but muft confefe 
I have a kind of inftinftive reverence 
for philofophers. — ^Yoyr light themes, 
your whipped fyllabubs may do very well 
for the infant imagination, but to the 
mind of maturity fomething more muft 
be added to flamp it with the title of 
converfation. Except Lord Churchill,, 
and he is rather a companion for my 
gentle lifter than the vivacity and honeft 
inquifitivenefs of my heart, I have yet' 
fcarcely met with a rational creature ; 
and you muft confider, Mrs. Arundel, 
0ie would add, we plain girls have 
larger demands than the fair daughters, 
of the creation •, for unlefs we are allowed 
to think, and enjoy a reciprocation of 
ientiment with tolerably intelligent an!-- 
mals> from whence are we to derive our 

gratis 
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gratifications ? The foothing whifper, the 
, involuntary mark of diftinftion, are what 
we are forbid to tafte, and though it is 
fufficient for Mifs Sophia to be fliewn 
to be approved, your friend Louifa muft 
have other attention paid her, or fhe 
will have vifited the metropolis only for 
mortification. 

Mrs. Arundel could wifh difficulty 
refrain on fome occafions, from telling 
her Iprightly vifitor, that it was only 
for people of rank and fortune to indulge 
themfelves (as it was only people of rank 
and fortune that could be tolerated) in 
whimfical refinement ; that cards and 
drefs were the felicities of life, and that 
a pretty idiot was a more valuable, becaufe 
a more admirable part of the creation, 
than the moft witty or fenfible of the 
human fpecics : nay, indeed, that under- 
ftanding in a woman, fo far from being 
deemed an accomplifhment amongft the 
polite, it was dccryed as the greateft of 

incon- 
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kiconvenencies ; an impediment to gaiety^, 
a reftraint upon converfationj and a 
formidable infringement on the finartnefi 
of the one fex^ and the eafe of the other ; 
ibr her part, fhe would frequently ble6 
herfelf, that flie had merely a common 
capacity ; could difcover and pronK)te 
her own intereft, without too nicely 
attending to the means ; that Ihe was not 
a dupe to her own generofity, or fo weak 
zs to be governed by fentiment >, that i£ 
(he found a well illuminated apartment, 
and ample range of card tables, (he had 
fio void of far fetched fenfibility to filli 
up, nor was fo fooliihly critical as to 
fujSer her happinefs to depend upon the- 
religion, education, nay, />«r^ fame of/ 
her company. • ^ 

Mr. Windham treated Louifa with'v 
great complaifance, but evaded engaging . 
with her upon all occafions. He was no- 
ftranger to the ftrength of her endow-- 
mcnts, nor the humanity of her heart ; 

but 
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but as it is the kccricfl: we^OM that cuts 
the deepeft, her queftions were not fuch 
as he chofe to anfwer, or her obfervations 
calculated to either flatter his head or 
compliment his heart. She was for fin- 
cerity and confiftency, thofe moft re- 
•pognant of all articles to the tafte and 
practice of a courtier, and was for exar 
mining the delights of vanity, impro- 
priety and idle gallantry by the flandards 
of principle, of good-fenfe, delicacy and 
honour. Mrs, Windham could have 
been very fond of her, but her hufband 
peremptorily prohibited all intimacy, 
rather chufing his wife ftiould have, the 
ideas of cards and rolits, than learn to 
fit in judgement upon his conduft, or by 
herdifcretion, forbearance, and amiable 
patience awaken the public to the great 
errors of his charafter. He confidered an 
unreflefting, an extravagant wife, as the 
Jiappieft of foils, and an unfentimcntal 
orte as the feeft of all conveniences. If 
hjs^ lady had. been faultkfe, would flie 
- not 
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not have dcfpifed the etiquette of hk 
family, and the little tyrannies of his 
temper ? but confcious that all could not 
be juftifiedon her part, fhe unreluftandy 
abated much on his, and conceived his 
toleration of her gaieties as an obligation, 
when it was merely to anfwer private 
purpofes of his own that he had hurried 
her into them. 

But, though Mifs Louifa was far from 
feeking or hoping to make a conqueft, 
a gentleman of large fortune and no in-» 
confiderable merit became ftrangely at- 
tached to her. 

I have, Mrs. Arundel, he would fte* 
tjuently fay in her abfence, met with 
beauty that was irrefiftible, and wit that 
was entertaining, but there is a purity 
of fentiment, and a humanity of difpo* 
ficion in this young lady that is beyond 
meafure eftimable. I have feveral times 
attempted to infinuate my extreme ap- 

probatioflt 
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probation, but Ihe has ever rallied me 
from my purpofe, and the other day 
dfeclared, that there was a formality in 
love that ihe had no idea of; thatfriend- 
Ihip was the darling inhabitant . of her 
bofom, and that whoever honoured her 
fo far as to make her friendly attachment 
to them of confequence, muft pay court 
to her fenfibility without alarming her 
pride. She did not think it impoflible 
for her to be, an objeft of good-natured 
attention, but fhe would never forgive 
the man that could attempt toperfuadc 
Jier fhe was an objeft of admiration. 

But, notwithftanding Mifs Louifa was 
fo averfe to liftening to this gentleman's 
profcflions, her perfon was exaftly fuited 
to his tafte : he had experienced the 
felicity of being married to a beauty ; — 
your beauties are very Ti^ttdhlt fpeSlacUs^ 
but, in general, very defpkable wives ; 
all domefticality was beneath her confi- 
dcration, and all refinement above her 

capacity i 
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capacity ; airy and ufelefs fhe glided 
through exiftence, and left an impreffion 
upon her hufband's heart, not much to 
the advantage of the fuperlatively fair. 
Mrs. Arundel, whofe complaifance was 
unbounded, undertook to promote his 
intereft with the lady ; alTured him, from 
her knowledge of the fex, that perfe- 
verance and a good eftate were fufficient 
to fubdue die ftrongeft refolution ; and 
only politely hinted, that if ihe was but 
as certain of a handfome prefent on his 
fiiccefs, as certain that he would fucceed,, 
fhe ihould be apt to congratulate hcrfel4 
as fhe did him,, by anticipation. 

The gentleman, did not want for apb^ 
prehenfion \ confequently,aIl conveifations 
upon the fubjeft terminated, to the fatis* 
fadlion of both parties. 

Mrs. Anmdel'was, perhaps, the be^ 
convenience upon ear^h, whe;i properly 

dealt 
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dealt by. She had in her time contributed 
to many happy unions, and efFefted 
•many defired reparations. Widows and 
widowers, bachelors and maiden^, had 
abundant obligations to her : but if fhe 
was frequently mehUoned with gratitude, 
cfteem was the laft thing that entered the 
imagination of her favoured friends. She 
was however too deep a charafter for the 
Mifs Wentworths reading-, for where 
appearances were fatisfaftory, they were 
too innocent to doubt realities, nor did 
their moft anxioufly afFedionate mother 
in the fmalleft degree fufpeft the unfit 
fiuiation her daughters had attained. The 
Vicar's fpecious conducJt, and the regard 
Jie profefled for her and her family, would 
.not let her fuppofe it poffible for him to 
have made a bad choice, or that he was ca- 
pable of violating in the minuteft circum- 
Aance, the laws of hofpitality. It is much to 
"be lamented that goodnefs of heart fhould 
iie ever the moft open to abufe, and 

your 
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your honefl: natures inftead of engagmg 
proteftion, only expofing the ppflcffor 
to a thoufand of the molt ungenerous 
offices. 
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CHAP. VIIL 

L.ORD Windham, in order to pave 
the way to his union with his fweet 
char^, fuddenly declared an inclination 
to retire from the bufy fcenes of party, 
and, as his nephew was befl: qualified to 
fucceed him, he recommended the Vicar 
as a man of -experience and abilities, and 
the Vicar was accordingly received with 
pleafure into Mn Windham's train. 

On the firft unfolding of the earl's 
intention to retire from public life, 
Harry Arundel had frequently caught 
himfelf balancing in his own mind, 
whether it was beft to purfue his original 
attachments, or ftrike an amicable league 
with the houfe of Hanover 5 but when 
the earl cohdefcended to recommend him 
in fuch ftrong terms to Mr. Windham, 
he foon renounced all thoughts of chang* 
ing hands, and reconfirmed himfelf in 

hi3 



i 



^6 VICAR OF BRAY. 

liis inveteracy to the eftablilhed govern- 
inent. 

Settled as Mr. Arundel now believed 
himfetf to be in one invariable courfe 61 
hoftility with the reigning family, he 
was continually breaking out into the 
little joke of, ff^ere is this Hanover f 
Where this patrimonial /pot of fovereigntyt 
I have fearched every map extant, yet 
^m unable to difcover the fmalleft trace 
of it i a joke that was received with 
infinite applaufe by his new patron, as 
his principles were not only fimilar to his 
Uncle's, but fupported by him with 
Tmiilar warmth. 

In default of male heirs, the title and 
Windham eftate was to devolve to this 
relation ; who to an agreeable perfoii 
fuperadded all the accomplifhments of 
a great mind, if greatnefs and goodneis 
can fubfift independently of each other. 
But if Mr. Windham wai not fufficiently 

narrow 
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narrow or ambitious in his fentimcnts, as 
to envy his coufin's prior claim to ^e 
family honours or fortune, he beyon4 
meafurc envied him the opportunities he 
found he enjoyed by Mrs. J^^rundePa 
means of promotmg the intereft of his 
heart ; for however avarice or voIa« 
tility had in the firft inftance prevailed 
over a hopetefs paflion, his heart too 
abundantly fubfcribed to Sophia's merits 
for him to be fatisfied with his conduft. 
This was, however, too tender a point 
to be entered upon by the Vicar, though 
his' penetration was not to be eluded j 
and he flattered himfelf, that he [fhould 
find a fit inftrument in the perfoil of his 
patron, of that revenge he had vowed 
^inftMifs Wentworth for her mortify* 
ing infenfibility to all his perfcftions. 

Public diflatisfaftions, arifing from a 
long continued and an unfuccefsful war, 
obliged government to change, if not its 
meafures, at leaft its miniftry to appeafe 

Vol. I. F them^ 
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them. Mr. Windham was now called 
into a confiderable employment j and as 
he was already the reprefentative of a 
county, and uncommonly epinent for his 
wifdom and eloquence, great expedtations 
were formed of the confequences. Mr. 
Windham, by an extraordinary piece 
9f fineffe, having converted his difaffeftion 
to the houfe of Brunfwick into an ap- 
pearance of patriotifm, found himfelf fo 
oppofed by the court intereft in alThis 
fchemes, and fo little the favourite of 
his prince, that no advantage could be 
derived either to himfelf or the expefting 
Vicar from his concern in the admini- 
ftration. 

The Vicar, who was deep read in the 
myftery of politics, was not however 
without hope of feemg the tide turn in- 
tirely in his favour ; but, as every event 
muft be affifted by ways and means, he 
perfuaded his patron when he had been 
pnly a Ihort time in office to refign, on 

an 
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ttn opponent's beingadvanccdtoafuperior 
poft to tke one he occupied. 

Mr. Windham did not hefitate to 
tomply with this advice ; and as the 
&adow of an injury wounds frequently 
as deep as the fubftance^ this fefignation, 
with the caufe, produced the defired 
^ffed in the minds of the people ; at the 
{znis time that it gave the Vicar an op* 
portunity of difcufling, canvafSng, and 
largely cenfuring minifterial tranfa6Hons 
wherever he came. It was now that coib- 
tinental alliances were firft fu^jgefted ; 
the critical fituation of the Hanoverian 
territories inciting thofe at the helm to' 
Kcommend themfelves to their royal 
matter^ by apprdving their attention to 
whatever was dear to him. 

The Vicar, who was fond of fcriptural 

quotations^ from conceiving them capaWr 

of fandlifying mifchievous purpofes, would 

frequently exclaim. Woe be to that land 

Fa whofe 



i 



ICO ViCAR OF BRAY. 




whofe king is a foreigner 5 when every 
ftep fhall have been taken to defend a 
ipot that never was, nor ever can be of 
the fmalleft utility to England, fhould 
it ftill continue in a ftate of danger, 
England itfelf will be fold for its pre- 
fervation. The treaty with Pmffia, the 
really extraordinary, though, as the mi- 
fiiftry had managed it, inevitable ftep, 
pf introducing foreign troops to proteft 
a kingdom which had for fo many 
generations been both honoured and 
revered for the courage and refolutioit 
of its inhabitants, furniihed thefe male- 
contents with additional and inconteftiblc 
matter for complaint. The Vicar wa$ 
indefatigable ; all the powers of his 
c;loquence yrere brought into play, and 
a general umbrage was the confequence. 
The conduft of the prefent day, and the 
noble ftands made by our brave anceftors, 
was a no lefs mortifying than alarming 
antithefis : would they have fubmitted 
be protefted by the importation of 

foreigners i 
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foreigners? would they have depended 
upon hirelings for their defence, and 
tamely beheld their land overfpread by 
an unknown race ? but it was Hanover 
they had to thank for their danger, their 
indignities, their diftrcfles ; the country 
had been drained of its natural ftrength 
for Hanoverian purpofes ; and thofe little 
territories, which> in comparifon with the 
Britifh dominions, might be contained 
in the hollow of the hand, were of ten- 
fold the importance in Ibvereign eftima- 
tion to all his other pofleflions. . 

. But however unconcerned Mr. Wind- 
bam might be in the fcheme of calling 
in the Heflian and Hanoverian troops, 
on a ftrong prefumption of an invafioii 
from the French, there were not people 
wanting to affirm that he had a principal 
concern in the treaty, which was now 
worked off as an inftrument of difguft ; 
nor did very many fcruple to pronounce 
the German war on future occafxons to 
F 3 be 
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be biswzv. — -It is true,, he was not pub^ 
lickly known to be in the adminiftratwn 
at that period 5 but need we be told that 
advice and confent, give the man what 
title you pleafe, is the criterion ? but be 
that as it may, the following little anec- 
dote muft not be concealed. 

During the grand cabals andminifterial 
tyranny of removing all from power that 
were fo hardy as to exclaim againft the 
court meafures> the honeft Vicar, in 
conjunftion with the difcerning fpirit of 
his wife, (who had received a friendly 
hint to that purpofe) was convmced that 
himfelf and patron were on thepopulaf^ 
but not the profitable fide of the qucftion* 
On a clofer and more prudential exa^^ 
mination into eircumftances and contin- 
gencies, he did not fcruple to confefs to 
this partner of his foul, that they had 
miftaken the oppofition ; for that when 
they conceived themfelves only op- 
pofing the miniftry> they were oppofing 

a foYC* 
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a fbvereign, who knew not to flirink 
from his refolutions 5 and confequently 
the queftion was» merely whether they 
fhoiild perfift in an irfeiefs felf-deniat, 
or condefcend to temporize in one fmgle 
article ? a queftion that was not long in 
determining ; and notwithftanding the face 
of things remained unchanged, and that 
the difplaced gentlemea found their 
wonted afylum with Mn Windham ; the 
Vicar had by due recourfe to his arts of 
pcrfuafion, of which he was fo diftin- 
guiflied a mafter^ brought his. patrot> 
^rft to deliberate, next to waver, and in 
the end to refolve to follow Ms inftru£tions ^ 
on any applicatioa to engage once; more 
in the fervice of his country ;^ 
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CHAR IX, 

THE Vicar, notwithftanding all his 
public engagements, was in no de- 
gree negleftful of his private ones. — ^Lord 
Windham had purchafed a feat in ano^ 
ther, country for the reception of his fair 
miftrefs, and turned all his thoughts to 
the fitting up the apartments with mag- 
nificence, and laying out the garden 
with elegance. 

The Vicar, as ambaflador and plenipo^ 
had fevcral interviews with Mifi Clara, 
but inftead of employing them in the 
fervice of his patron, he was only atten-» 
tive to the advancement of hisi own 
intereft. In the courfe of their conver- 
fations, he threw out many little things 
refpefting the earl to alarm, ^d then 
again, with amazing dexterity, would 
pay a compliment to his lordfhip*s heart 
Sufficient to filcncc cyer^ apprehenfxon j 

but 
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but ftill the grand point was to keep 
her opinion of himfclf in an exalted 
ftate, and prepare her, on an exigence, 
to fly to him for proteftiorv He faw the 
purity of her foul too plainly to hope to 
^ucceed by any other means, therefore 
thought it would be beft in the moment 
that Ihe was to be fnatched from him 
for ever (as his marriage was unknown 
to her) to offer to refcue her from viola-^ 
tion, by becoming her huiband, and 
leave the reft to fate. At fome periods, 
indeed, he debated whether it would 
not be fafeft to let my lord accomplifh 
his fcheme, and fhare the valuable prize 
. according to common forms ; for it was 
a maxim with him, and perhaps ninety- 
nine times in a hundred a certain one in 
cafes of the fame nature, that the miftrefs 
of my lord would unreluftantly be the 
miftrefs of my lord's chaplain ; but it 
was too much to behold her given up to 
another, though for ever fo ihort a period, 
and he reverted to his refolution of com- 
F 5 pJeting 
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pleting her deftruftion by a lefs vioknt^ 
tiiough not lefs cruel methods 

As thefe abundant concerns woiUd noc 
pern[iit him to be much at home, and 
Mrs. Arundel had her private vilitants. 
Lord Churchill and Sophia had many 
interviews. KQs abundant accomplifh- 
ments were ftrong advocates for him 
in the gentle Mifs Wentworth's bofom^ 
nor did fhe attempt to conceal from hep 
fifter that her approbation of him ex- 
ceeded all Ihe had ever before felt, Louifa,: 
from the afFeftion (he bore her Sophia,^ 
was forry they had ever emerged from 
their peaceful retirement ; for though 
the ftage-coach adventure had made a^ 
flight impreffion on Sophia's heart, her 
happinefs was not endangered, and the 
remembrance of her agreeable fellow-, 
traveller might, perhaps, have kindly 
operated as an antidote againft the foft 
folly of a fecond tendre j but to have 
t i^ark fanned by the formidable 

breath 
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bfj^ih of that firft apptpved objeA, to^ 
behold^, to conveiie with himdaily, only^, 
&>r the mifery of giving, him up* at ih^ 
Qotnmaad of a ftem father: for ever^ was>^ 
what ihe could not refled upon either . 
with patience or reli^iatioar . 

She once hild a notion of making her 
modier acquainted with the predicament; ' 
her jQiler was under^ together with all its^ 
probable, its formidable contingencies^ 
but then Ihe confidered that it would be 
as cruel a ftroke of kindnefs, as ever had 
been preached, for that it was not to pre- 
vent what had adually happened^ but 
perhaps to reader that a cdamity, which 
might, if fcft to itfelf, work out a very 
dificrent termination. She therefore,,, 
confining both her hopes and her fears to 
her own bofom, refolved to wait the event 
With all imaginable compofure : nor was 
her conduft upon the occafion, either in-., 
compatible with prudence, or good-fenfc. , 

F 6 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Wcntworth would have been tea- 
dered unhappy, without the power or 
poffibility of being ferviccable ; and the 
lelf-conlh'aint of her fitter's heart, beyond 
expreffion, aggravated : for as fhe could 
perceive that Ihe avoided all mention of 
Lord Churchill's name, except when (he 
found him the fubjedt of their private as 
well as public converfation, fh? could not 
flatter herfelf that fhe would relieve herfelf 
by the communication of whatever pain 
0, reparation might coft her, when Ihe 
could alone cotnmunicateit to the proved 
enemy of her peace. Befides fhe had a 
kind of fuperflitious confidence in the 
operations of Providence, nor could be 
perfuaded, that whatever changes or 
chances an individual experienced, when 
free from felf-reproach, were other than 
the divine will, and cortfequently all cal- 
culated to anfwer a falutary purpofe; 
jrfierefore as the firft interview of this pair 
oi lovers^ had been accidental, and the 

renewal 
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renewal of their perfonal approbation, an 
equal accident, as flie imagined, on both 
fides, {he cotild not help trufting that 
all would turn out £or the bcft 
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C H A P. X- •! 

GENERAL Biakeney had th« 
honour to be by fome means a^ 
diAant relation of Mrs. ArundePs, and 
Mrs. Arundel was a lady peculiarly 
tenacious of her family confequencc- 
No wonder, therefore, that the poor old 
gentleman's treatment, together with the 
fate of Minorca, Ihould become objeds 
of their mutual attention. 

The bravery of the governor^ the hard- 
ships, the fatigues of a long and refolute^ 
fiege, were to the laft degree enhanced in 
the recital, and the miferable fatality by 
which both the one and the other were 
rendered abortive, fpread out in its utmoft: 
aggravation. Though reduced to the 
greateft extremities, yet relying upom 
the promifes of adminiftration, had not 
th0 gene;:al nobly difdained capitulating,, 
mntil the fhips which contamed all his 

^ hopes 
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hopes of fuccour were feen, ij^ad o£ 
making, to fail beyond the port ? Here 
wa3 a fomething of a bofis^ nor did the: 
induihious Vicar fail to raife an alarming 
f^rufture -, xhq %et under the complandc 
of Mr, Byng had not been imoWerved 
by him in all its flow preparations, and. 
to the everlafljng fame of his prophetic 
genius, ef&fted juft as much when em- 
barked asi he had foretold. — ^The French; 
fquadron was permitted to pafs unat-- 
tacked, at a time when an engagement 
would have been decifive, and the gar-^ 
rifon at Minorca not only unrelieved, but 
c<Mnpelled, by the mutiny of the foldiera 
from their difappointments, to a dilad-^ 
vantageous furrender. 

Not a coffee-houfe in London was: 
unvifited by Mr. Arundel on the occa- 
fion ; the flame of difcontent raifed to 
its utmofl: height, aqd the clamour againfl: 
the adminifl:ration fuch as it was im-, 
polZible to rcfiflti fiich aa oflicer aban-, 
4 donedr--* 
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doned — ^fuch a Ids as Minorca incurred 
was fufficiently irritating for the po- 
pulace ; — and whilft they liftened to the 
ftory of the general's fhort provifions, 
his fortitude, his faith and his bravery, 
they refolved to drag effigies of Mr. 
Byng through the ftreets, and comniit 
every aft of phrenzy and outrage the 
abufed freedom of the Englifh conllitu- 
don could alone fuggeft to the mdBi 
frantic of mankind, Mr. Windham's 
popularity, as was the plan, increafed 
with each fucceeding day; the people 
looked up to him as their only preferveri 
and fo far did the exigencies of affairs 
prev^l, that however repugnant to the 
inclination of the court party, he was 
a fecond time invited to accept an ap- 
pointment, that was to the laft degree 
flattering to the Vicar's expeftations. 

This point gained, it was neceflary 

that public opinion fliould have fome 

foundation ^ the Vicar, in an important 

" . ;. tcu- 
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tete-a-tete^ convinced his patron that no- 
thing would be more grateful to the 
minds of the people, under their prefent 
circumftances, (the foreign troops were 
fent back a few days before his entering 
on his office) nor produce a greater op- 
pofition than an attempt to eftablifh a 
national militia. 

The utility, the advantage, the he- 
ceffity for fuch an inftitution, were now 
univcrfally circulated by the Vicar and 
his train, and was received with the 
cxpcdlcd avidity. It was a fervicc of 
honour, of truft } it was, in a word, to 
bring matters as 4t were to an equality 
they could never othctwife attain j it 
was leffening the value of Handing 
armies, which had always been an objedl 
of difguft ; it was to flatter, if not aftually 
to promote the convenience and benefit 
of the"^ individual. The aftivity, the 
affiduity, the parade of the new minifter, 
commynicated that hope to the breafts of 

the 
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the people to which they had long beeii 
a ftranger ; for as there was bufinels in 
agitation, they never fufpefted, much Ids 
perceived, that the patriot was loft. The 
topics of converfation were neverthelels 
fo far changed at Mr. Windham's, that 
even Hanover, that unimportant fpot^ 
which no map whatever contained^ was 
now diftinguiflied by the Vicar himfclf^ 
by the' epithet erf hxs' majefty's mdft n^ 
fpeSfabk dominions. The war, inftead of 
being calculated for the ruin of England^ 
was declared to be carrying on on the 
jufteit of principles ; it was. not in ordar 
to extend, but preferve our ix>fl€flion8f 
his majefty was the common fadier of 
his fubjefts \ and he begged to know 
whether iti an^ hauf of exigence we would 
not be glad to receive fervices from 
Hanover^ though we were unwilling thaC 
Hanover flxould bcfcrved at our expeocCi* 
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CHAP. XL 

MR. Windham, whea he confcnted 
to accept his uncie*& choice, had 
confined all his attention^ to the fortune he 
was to receive upon the occafion. The 
woman, according to the modern cuftorix 
amongft men of fafhion and iK'eeding, 
was a mere dead weight in the account, 
and he was pretty permanent in his ideas. 
The whole bufmefs, therefore,, of his 
life (abftradted from his political bufinefs) 
WW diflipation; but though he was iiuio- 
iatigable m his purfuits, from miftaking 
the means, difappointment was frequent- 
ly hjis portion.. He had not been taught 
that jjcTf was the moft capricious of aU 
eur attainments; that to reach the heart, 
it mufl; be felf-derived, and that the form 
of laying traps did UutefFedually banifh 
the ./bade that bid defiance to every, 
§)ecies of conftraint. Of all the misfor^ 
tun«$of cxiftence^ noneis more feyerely^ 

felt 
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felt than this rage for amufement j not 
the labour of aSifyphus had ever lefs 
meaning, nor could be produftive of lefs 
utility: this was, ho\i vcr, the misfbr- 
tune Mr. "Windham juilly incurred as 
a punilhment for counter-afting the 
good and rational principles with which 
nature had endued him ; for it was not 
becaufe he was unfufceptible of domeftic 
fatisfaftions, that he had united himfelf 
to the woman he had little or no acquain- 
tance with, and not the fmalleft difpofi- 
tion to approve, bu|^ becaufe he chofe to 
facrifice every finer feelings to the fuggcf- 
tions of avarice. 

But notwithftanding Mr. Windham had 
objeftions to his wife's making an $0- 
quaintance with th^ Mifs Wentworths 
for many reafons, Mifs Needham w^' 
introduced by him to her, as the woman' 
he wifhed (hould (hare her heart, and. 
Mrs. Windham found great entertain^' 
ment in \\^ gaiety of that young ladyli' 

di^fitioni 
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difpofition : nor did that young lady fail 
to find almoft equal pleafure at being fo 
unexpeftedly connefted with Mr. Wind-, 
ham's family •, more elpecially at a period 
^en her aunt was taken up with vifitors, 
that fhc was wholly difinclined to form 
any acquaintance with : nor was this by 
any means an unnatural circumftance ; 
for the beauty of the one fitter, and the 
wit of the other moft mortifyingly ex- 
empted the reft of the female world from 
attention, wherever they appeared ; and 
as flie conceived that nothing but fuch 
a rival could ihave proved an impe- 
cUment to the advancement of her 
fortune,, in her defigns upon Lord 
Churchill, ihe did not chufe to expofe 
herfelf even to the hazard of a fecond 
ivfury. From thefe feveral particulars, 
Mrs. Windham's houfe became highly 
eligible to her; for it was, in the firft 
^ace, a houfe x)f polite refprt, and in 
»the fecond, whatever fuperior charms 
Mrs. Windham might have poflefled, 

her 
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her being a married woman gave Mifs 
Ncedham every defircd advantage. 

But -however Mifs Ncedham's pur* 
pofes were ahlwered upon the oceafion, 
Mrs.^ Windham had little reafonto con- 
gratulate herfelf on forming an acquaint 
tance with her ; for as the gaiety ef her 
heartwas unreftrainable, fo her artifice was 
cmfathomable. Whatever folly or extra* 
vagance fhe wi&ed to indulge herfelf in, 
Ihemoft dcxtroufly contrived to throw the 
blame upon her too indulgent friend ; nor 
when Mr. Windham xiifcovered any 
thing contrary to his approbation in his 
life's conduft, could he, with all his 
penetration, trace it beyond ha: immuUati 
want of difcretion. It fometimes indeed 
liappened that Mrs. Windham was not 
quite fatisfied with the ferapes {he ifound 
herfelf drawn into, and her heart even 
went fo far j»s to fuggeft to her, that ftic 
was duped by her pretended friend ; bat 
4is her huiband was in better humour 

from 
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fcam the circumftance of hdviilg a liveljr 
vifitor, and her fpbtre of aSivity in nc^ 
inconfiderable degree enlarged from that 
circumftance, (he thought it was better to 
overlook an imaginary impofition, than 
by complaining forfeit a real good. 

Mifs Needham was fo jefuitical in ail 
her proceedings, that Ihe might almofl: 
t>id defiance to deteftion-, nay her eagle- 
eyed uncje was unable, at lall periods, to 
€lude her wiles -, therefore it muft be far 
from e)ctraordinary, that common minds 
were a prey to her. But fo fuccefsful as 
flie generally proved, it was a great check 
to ber pride, and aSay to her exultation, 
tha,t Lord Churchill was beyond her ut-* 
ipoft machrngs : yet it was not by fuper- 
* abuiK}aiH caytion, or fuperabundant fuf* 
picion, thait he fecurcd himfelf ; it was by 
fi>Ilowing the dictate? of his tafie^ and 
finnly ay<Hd^ all but general acquaint 

taiipe with u isoman imerly repugnant 
.... - ^^^ ^^ 
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to that tafte^ and repugnant, in many re* 
(pc&Sj to his moil remote approbation. 

Mrs. Arundel, not having a^ large 
ftock of reputation herfelf, would fre- 
quently defcend to put in her claim to 
refleSled honours, from the idea flie enter- 
tained of her niece's reputation for •every 
Ipecies of cl^anoe widi the ieau 
monde — ^in this manner my niece Needham 
drefles — ^atfuch and fuch routs, my niece 
Needham js courted to appear— -and few 
people that ever behold her, take her for 
any other than a perfon of the firft rank. 
— Howixueit is that we cannot make a 
Mercury of ^ery log ! — had Mrs. Arun- 
del but had the grace to have been lilent, 
her rich cloaths, and rich connexions, 
could not have failed to give her dignity 
-— fhe would, neverthelefs, betray tlMM 
dunghill from which the gilded mufli^: 
loom had fo recently Iprung, by betray- 
ing the poverty of foul that was her birdi- 

right 
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right, and the infallible charaftcrifticof 
mcMnds and low-brceding. 

Lord Churchill, whofe heart was all 
benevolence, as he could not but per- 
ceive, wifhed it had been poffible to cof^ 
red, the errors of her appearance ; nay, 
he even proceeded fofar, as to gently 
railly her upon her conformity to every 
new wbim^ and obferved, that her good- 
fenfe was rather impeached by fuch appa- 
rent pliability : but Mifs Needham was 
one of thofe people, that, according to 
Mr. Stern's account of the French, al- 
ways pick out a flattering meaning from 
an ambiguous addrefs, and whatever fa- 
tire, or inflruftion, it was intended to 
convey, placed it to an account, that 
wholly defeated the defired efFeft. Be- 
fides on fuch occafions his lordfhip feldom 
failed to infinuate, thattodrefs like Mifs 
Sophia Wentworth, was to be the ftan- 
dard of elegance, and the mark of in- 
comparable underftanding. Few with her 

Vol, I, G perfon 
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;.perfon, he would fay, would hcfitate a 
moment, to give into the utmoft extrava- 
gances of fafhion, from conceiving that 
its utmoft extravagance would be fanfti- 
fied by fuch abundant lovelinefe : yet 
neatnefs and fimplicity were her govern- 
ing principles in that particular, noF 
were her manners lefs tainted byafFe(5U» 
tion than her figure peculiarifed by thQ 
wrappings of folly. 

This, and this alone, was the gall tfyi 
^bitternefslhe could not avoid tafting'; for 
it was death to her to be convinced that 
any female had the fuperiority in the opi- 
nion of a man flie had thought it worth 
her while to form defigns upon, and 
much more to find the acknowledged 
idea of fuperiority to confift in fuch things 
:as fhe would have wiftied to have turned 
into ridicule. When they did happen ta 
be all of a party, Mifs Needham's volubi- 
lity, by railing a laugh, feemed to ;givc 
iier the advantage, where the powers of 

entertainment. 
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entertainment, and an acquaintance with 
the great world, were the queftion ; but 
(he had the mortification to find, that 
diat laugh once terminated, the fweet- 
nefs, and what (he called infipidity of 
the pretty ruftic, was fuffident to bring 
back the gayeft to their original afiiduity 
and admiration* What abominable per- 
ycrfenefs^ ! ihe would exclaim, when feat- 
ed at her toilet — thefe girls have not a 
fingle charm to boaft, beyond what lam 
l^ilefled of, txQt^i Jbynefs can come un- 
4er that denomination — they neither 
throw out lures for the homage they meet 
iwith, nor betray the famteft gleam of 
.g^titude on receiving it \ nay more, I 
heard that eldeft thing intre^t to quit 
Ranelagh, only becaufe fhe was made of 
too much importance by fellows the moft 
defirable of all others in a fine woman's 
Jtrain. — I cannot fufpeft her of fo much 
ingenuity as to be artful \ or, from its 
.4jeing evident that the more (he flies, fhe 
h Iq nmch the morepurfued^ Ifhould 
G 2 think 
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think that the efFeft of management that 
1 muft othcrwife confider as the work of 
downright oppofition, the offspring of 
genuine contradiftion. Had I been per- 
mitted to reach this fair one's ear, I wouU 
-moft afTuredly have whifpered fomc very 
falutary truths. It is the nature, the 
rharafteriftic of humanity, to a6t repug* 
Tiantto thewifhesof thevain. That in- 
dolence of afpeft, which befpeaks, which 
demands, fuperior attention, inftead of 
•being even duely honoured, never faib 
to excite difguft, whilft the perKapi? 
lefs beautiful features of modefly and 
timidity are univerfally attractive. ' Va- 
nity, under proper reftriftions, (however 
ftrange the affertion) is one of thc^ firft, 
becaufe one of the moft aftive virtues. 
Everlafting approbation and undying ' 
•praife, are what it pants after, are what 
it afpires to. — The vaineft of individuals 
ought then to endeavour to be the moft 
amiable of individuals — ^the graces ci 
benevolence and the emanations of refine- 
ment 
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ment are irrefiftibljr captivating, nor 
would it require half the labour to build 
our claims upon a firm foundation, that 
it cofts us only to weave the web of 
contempt, and incur all the chagrin that 
attends keen difappointments — but this 
I confefs is to forfeit my own character ; 
-reflcftions, fuch as thefe, may fall with 
propriety from the pen of the moralift, 
the hiftorian ought to employ his pen 
very differently. 

Mifs Needham, however, miftook the 

method for captivating ; to difplay a 

k)ve of expence, and an eager purfuit of 

amufements, was rather to make her- 

Iclf formidable than amiable : for 

however the gentlemen may admire the 

extravagance or thoughtlefsnefs of a 

, cafual companion, there are few in their 

•fenfes that would willingly unite them- 

felves to fuch known evils. In the 

- courfe of her connexions ftie had many 

V Lyers, but they all of them retreated 

G 3 rathetr 



126 VICAR OF BRAY. 

' rather precipitately : attra6ted by the 
elegance of her appearance, they were 
repelled by the knowledge of her flender 
finances ; and flie was moft rekiftantly 
convinced, that it was much harder to 
fecure, than make a conqneft. 

But as people once ftrokd from the 
track of propriety are mucli more Uable 
to flounder than recover themfclvcs, (6 
j)ride and felf -opinion would not let twfr 
corteft what fhe too plainly faw wai- 
an error ; whilft the increafed height of 
her head-drefs, and abundant extenfioli 
t/f petticoat, proclaimed her follies unre^ 
nounced, they only ferved as beacons to 
the otherwife fufccptible heart at which 
they were levelled. 

A regard for the fair daughters of die 
ercation will lead me from my fubjeft 
in ^ite of all my refolutions •, why will 
they fo induftrioufly labour to fubftitute 
deformity for graces, and wantonly op- 

pofi^ 
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pofe the kind intentions of nature ?' 
Lovely features appear to the belt ad- 
vantage when leaft adorned, and ordinary- 
ones only derive additional defefts from 
igaudy trappings, not to mention the 
reproach the uriderftanding muft fuftain ; 
» elegance and good fenfe are the ftriking 
«md irrefiftiblc charms, and where de- 
■^;£Uice and good fenfe are wanting, tWe - 
'deficiency cannot be fupplied by the lit- 
moft tortuf ings of art -, but if the frip=- 
•pery of externals is fo contemptible, 
*i?faat ftiuft we fay to borrowed com- 
|aiilexiorrs^ and the maftifold' chicanefy 
jWTftfticed by the ladies to obtain adfnl- 
ration ? fhall we fuppofe the mind to be. 
worthy when the cheek gloWs with dueit ? 
or imagine, that ftie who could go fuch 
tengths for the gratifications of her vanity, 
would -ftiudder at any thing that was 
properly calculated to fan that pernicious 
flame, though vice and infiamy trod clofe 
upon their heels ? 

G Ar CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 

AL L this time the Mifs Wentworths 
were peculiarly happy in Lord 
Churchill's acquaintance, from his difin- 
clinationfor politics ; for as politics were 
in no degree adapted to their caft o( 
fentiment, and Mrs. ArundePs vifitors, 
not lefs than her hufband's, were all fonci 
of public fubjedts and popular difqui- 
fitions 5 it was a relief, it was an enter- 
tainment to them, to chat with a creature 
formed upon their own plan, unbuftling, 
yet benevolent, gentle, yet felf-minded,. 
and well-bred, yet with the learning of ^ 
TuUy, the wifdom of a Socrates. 

Mifs Sophia and my lord had con- 
trived fo well to underftand one another, 
that he had folicited permiflion, and (he 
more than half confented, to his waiting 
upon Mrs. Wcntworth. 

This 
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This part of his lord(hip*s wiflios, 
however, no fooner reached Mr. ArundePs 
knowledge than he undertook to plead 
his caufe with the good Mrs. Wentworth 
himfelf i for he recoUefted, it would be 
neceffary his eloquence fhould be exerted 
to, fettle the etiquette of allowing her 
child to marry a man, whom ftie had , 
been aflured, at a former period, was 
capable no lefs than his lively coufm 
of entertaining difhonourable defigns up- 
oii her/ Notwithftanding Mr. Arundel 
had no extraordinary ninety himfelf, he 
was fenfible what were tFiie operations of' 
the . niceft mind ; and tlierefore knew it 
impolfible for Mrs. Wentworth to admit 
of any excufe for the bafe intention he 
had imputed to Lord Churchill ; he 
neverthelefs hit upon a fhort and certain - 
courfe ; the earl*s niime was a fecond 
time made free with ; the intimation he-, 
had given her refpefting the danger of 
the young gentleman's vifits to Mifs^ 
Wcntwwth was only a device of that 
G 5 nobleman's. 
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nobleman's to have him denied accefe 
to her; the circumftapce told too ^ well 
Hot to impofe upon Mrs. Wentworth*s 
credulity ; and as Lord Churchill was 
now reprefented to her, as poffefling 
every defirable accompli (hment, flie could 
not fupprefs fome little flutterings of 
vanity, on adding^his title to the catalogue. 
• ^ ■■ 

Mifs Louifa afked her filler what fteps 
were to be taken on the other fide the 
queftion ; or whether paternal authority, 
was not as facred as maternal : for. my 
part, added fhe livelily, I could not, m 
the moment that my heart felt how 
eflential the coincidence of the latter 
to my happinefs, fubfcribe to the piety 
of ^violating the former. Indeed Mifs- 
Sophia, notwithftanding her mother's 
fanftion, had great objeftions to yielding 
to her lover's folicitations of marrying 
him fecretly ; but fuch was Lord Wind- 
's difpofition, th^ there was not the 

fmalleft 
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fmalleft. hopes of prevailing over his 
plgudices ; and fhe, at length, though 
very reliiftantly, fubmitted to the wifdom 
of her friends, who appointed an early 
day in the fucceeding week to confirm 
her Lady Churchill. The Vicar did not 
chufc to appear in the affair for num- 
berlefs reafons, nor was his wife per- 
mitted on the fame principle to attend 
her young friend : but Mrs. Wentworth 
had an old acquaintance only a few miles 
from London, whofe fon performed the 
office of father, and at whofe houfe thfe 
company of that day were entertained 5 
which confifted of Colonel Weftly, a 
cornet in the fame corps, juft turned of 
fevent^en, Mifs Louifa Wentworth, and 
the bride and bridegroom. Mr. Leneftoa 
was a youth of moft pleafing manners, 
and a happy p,erfon j Lord Churchill 
introduced him to his lady aa his firft 
favourite, afluring her, that nothing but 
an unfortunate mifunderftanding betweea 
G 6 that 



13^ VICAR OF BRAY. 

that gentleman and the Vicar, Ihould 
have prevented his befpeaking her friend- 
•fhip for him at a much. earlier period. 

. Lady Churchill was fufficiently in- 
cBned to judge highly of Mr. Lenefton's^ 
merits, from the peculiar regard with 
which her lord treated him ; but fhe 
confeffed, that there was fomething ex- 
ceedingly prepoffeffing in his appearance, 
cxclufive of every partial confideration, 
and that Ihe was glad in the firflr in- 
junftion ih« ever received, that her in- 
clination and her duty were fo perfedly 
correfpondent. 

Louifa raillied with her ufual good 
humour and innocence, and from a defirc 
to evince how much Ihe wifhed to oblige 
her newly created brother, was attentive, 
beyond her common cuftom, to the con- ' 
venience and entertainment of the youth 
he loved. 

Lord 
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Lord Windham was not long unap- 
prized of his fon's connexion with Mifs 
Wentworth •, but as the Vicar, according 
to. his preconcerted plan, reprefented it 
merely of fuch a nature as to be diflbluble 
at will, he very morally fat down perfeftly 
fatisfied ; and in order to give the better 
colour to this deception, that worthy 
prieft prevailed upon Lord Churchill, 
.though without acquainting him with his 
motive, to retire for fomc months to 
Mrs. Wentworth's rural habitation, pro- 
mifing to ftand between him and his 
father^s difpleafure, if after fuch precau- 
tions his difobedience fhould tranfpire. 

It has already been hinted, that Mr. 
Windham's domeftic affairs were by no 
means under the happieft regulation. 
His lady was a fine lady ; ^refs and play 
according to his account of her dividing 
her heart. But drefs and play were 
rather the methods of diflipation fhe had 
fixed upon, on finding how utterly un- 

fuitable 
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fuitaMe her difpofition to the difpofition 
of that man to whom (he was united, 
than objefts of her choice. She was 
naturally generous and humane, difpofed 
to ferve all mankind, or relieve their 
diftreffes ; but was more particularly at* 
tentive to the tye of confanguinity. Now 
it was a rule with Mr. Windhanr on 
all occafions, to prefer a ftranger to his 
neareft relations ; was a place unoc- 
cupied, an employment of confequence 
within his gift, it was not a relation that 
was ever benefited : favours were loudcfk 
proclaimed by the unexpefting and un- 
Ibliciting ; and the tale of gratitude 
much better told by a diftant party; 
c onfequendy, it was the oftentatious^ 
rathtr than the feemingly felf-interefted 
track he loved to purfue* 

Mrs, Windham had, on her firft mar- 
irying, pointed out many perfons to him, 
whom fhe hoped would have fhared his 
ccncc *, but aftser fruitlcfs ^n^ 

deavours 
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deavours . and repeated difappointments, 
(he at length left him uninterruptedly tx> 
his own inventions. 

But however Mrs. Windham might 
have the complaifance or refoiution never 
to interfere in her h\i(band's concerns^ 
he was very far from tieturning the 
compliment ; it was no uncommon 
praftice with him to break in purpofely 
upon her moft favourite parties ; quarrel 
with her bell approved friends^ and, as a 
coup de grace in the art of contradiction, 
he conftituted Mrs. Arundel the reigning 
miftrefs of his family, and compelled 
his lady to regulate her principal fteps, 
as Ihe pronounced moft prudent, elegant 
or advantageous. 

But this had nothing to do with his 
popular charafter, confequently did 
not in the fmalleft. degree dimimfh the 
luftre of his' fame ; for your great men 
have an exemption from all private, ia 
5 ~ retyrn 
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return for their public virtues, nor is 
there one in a thoufand that fails to 
cxercife fo extraordinary a privilege. 

Lord and Lady Churchill were at^ 
tended in their country expedition by 
Mifs Louifa and the agreeable Lencflx)n, 
with the. merits of whofe charafter and 
dilpofition Mifs Louifa felt herfclf un- 
fpeakably charmed. But extravagant as 
the idea might feem in a girl of eighteen^ 
flie had been frequently heard to declare 
that fhe never would change her condi- 
tion ; her perfon fhe infifted upon it> 
though tolerable in an acquaintance, 
would be intolerable in a wife, and Ihc 
moreover confefled her mind too inde- 
pendently conftrufted to acknowledge a 
fovereign when it fought only a friend. 

Thefe declarations, together with her. 
growing and vifible approbation of tlic 
young cornet, expofed her to much 
raillery from her lifter and her lord •, fhe 

returned 
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returned the ball with equal kindnefs 
and good humour ; aflured them that 
Iieneftoo Ihould be the friend, though 
not the matter of her heart, and that (he 
would prove for the honour of the fex, 
that friendfhip and love, where the 
diftindion was neceflary, were not one 
and the fame thing. 

But however our condudk may be 
within our own power, where there art 
no claims nor no difgufts upon a youth- 
ful h^rt, to be expofed to frequent inter- 
views with an agreeable objeft, is infenfibly 
to rob it of a dangerous fhare of approba- 
tion. In the country, people'^s pleafures, 
jfrom being more limited, are much more 
apt to center in their company, than in 
town. Lord and Lady Churchill had 
their domeftic occupations to fill up many 
of their hours -, and as to Mrs. Went- 
worth, (he feldom wanted employment. 
Lcnefton and Louifa were confequently 
ill the world to each other, for by much 

the 



^ 
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the larger portion of the twqnty four 
hours — and from a fimilarity of taftc, 
of fentiment and difpofition, improved 
their mutual, their accidental importance 
to the utmoft in their power. If Mifs 
Wentworth read, it was to communicate 
feer comments on her author at theirnext 
meetings or if Mr. Lenefton ftrolled*^ 
any little diftance from the lodge alone, 
k was for die pufpofe of difcoveiing Icbe 
hew profpeftj.to which he might condiiSr 
Ms fair friend on their next exairiion*^ 
thus, diough feparate they were evct «m- 
ted, and without being a^^v'are of it, rft 
leaft on the lady's part, were laying thd 
foundation for a no lefs foft than perma- 
nent attachment.. 

I own, I am obliged to do violence to 
my inclination whenever Mifs Louifa 
Wentworth is the fubjeft — becaufe I 
cannot help wifhing it was poflible to 
clear up the many errors, to which the 
otherwife moft lovely part of the creation 
are expofed, by holding them forth fo 

ami- 
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amiable an example. It is by no means 
neceffery that tQ be prudent we ftiould 
be gloomy, or to be lively, tlat we fliould 
lofe fight of difcretion. Mifs Lx)qifa*s 
wit was pointed by good nature, and her 
gaiety tempered by decorum -, fhe cenfi- 
4ered both fexes with equal benevolence, 
and as {he was incapable of aiming 
at fuperiority over the one, fo (hfe 
^as incapable of laying traps for thfc 
admiration (rf* the other.- — I fhall, per- 
h^ be told that -with foch a perfoa 
as I have defcribed, it was wifeinhertiot 
ito prepare difappointments for herfclf -jbtlt 
J muft be allowed to obfervc, that her 
mind had as much the advantage of the 
generality of female minds, as the moft 
perfcd form had the advantage erf" what- 
ever perfonalities {he could boaft. — She 
neverthelefs bore her faculties fo meek- 
ly, that it was only by intimacy that her 
be{l graces were difcovered •, inftead of 
which, we find many ladies making in- 
finite parade of what at lafl proves only 
to be a fuperfic^al knowledge of things, 

ana 
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and a fupcrficial underftanding; nor is it 
uncommon for your imaginary wits^ to be 
full, if not more fuperlativcly vain^ than 
thegreateft beauty in the univerfe. 

They had not, However, enjoyed his 
company above three weeks before a 
fummons from Colonel Weftly called 
him to London, to prepare for a fpeedy 
embarkation to the Weft-Indies. MQfi 
Louifa with difficulty fupprefled the 
ftarting tear — yet tendernefe andafle^on 
are the tefts of friendfhip ; — ^flie in vain 
laboured to render her laft adieu articur 
late, nor could refume her vivacity fof 
many hours after his departure -, — rbut 
when the foul is agitated, the accent 
cannot be compofed ; — when the foul is 
foftened by a thoufand ideas of danger 
and diftrefs to an efteemed obje6t, why 
fliould the natural operatipns be mar- 
vellous ? or, if to feel for a brother 
would be no reproach to the pureft 
mind, why thefe critical diftindtions? 

- — is 
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r— is not a valuable friend as precious as 
the neareft: relation ?— Tliefe were the 
reflexions, thefe the arguments, Louifa 
Wentworth had recourfe to in order to 
recover her own good opmion ; but as 
her brother and fifter were more than 
ever attentive to her amufement, and 
j^ared her when furniflied with fuch in- 
conteftable weapons, (he could not con- 
quer 2L' delicate confcioufnefs of fome 
finall deviation from her charader. 

What, however, was the pang the 
lively- Mifs Louifa experienced, to that 
which Mrs. Weftly's worthy bofom was 
deftined to fuftain! A hufband, with 
whom fhe had Ipent many years of 
happinefs, the happinefs of reafon and 
joi virtue, had been fuddenly taken from 
her ; and now the c^tiel, but inevitable 
flieceflity for giving up her only child; 
the fupport, the comfort of her declining 
days, to all the hazardous confequeiices 
of war^ was a talk that in the declke of 

life 
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life ihe was bound tx) accomplifla : he 
had been engaged in the army bdore hisr 
father's death, and woi^ld have facrificcd 
himfelf a thoufand ways rather than have 
incurred the fligliteft fhadowcrfdilhonours 
" — what was then to be done? — ^Mrs, 
WeQly having ftrained him in her ma- 
ternal arms, and invoked the heavensf 
to fhed their happieft influence, i^tire^ 
with precipitance to her clofet, from 
whence fhe never returned until flie heard 
her child had performed his duty. Mrs, 
Weftly and Mrs. Wentworth had been 
acquainted at an early peripd, confe* 
•quifently their children's attachment had 
been early formed •, and it would have 
been confidered by the mothers as a 
pjeafmg event, if nior^ than the attach- 
ment of friendlhip had been the refulu 
Louifa was indeed intirely out of th? 
•queftion, from her extreme youth j byt 
though Sophia confefled the young folr 
dier's abundant merit, though fhe wa« 
the-£irft to applaud his conduft, and the 

firft 
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firft to tiTjembie for his danger, her heart 
would never feel thofe kind of fentiments 
for him which Ihe conceived neceffaiy to 
precede ' an everlafting union ; befides, 
the profeflion he was engaged in, and 
which was the profeflion of his genius 
^and eleftion, was with her a very drong 
•objeftion. With refpeft to Mr. WefUjr, 
whilfl: he fubfcribed to all the merits of 
hi$ fair friend, his tendres were devoted 
to a lady, whofe chainis, however inferior 
to Sophia's, pleafed his fancy and at- 
tracted his approbation in; a different 
.deg^ee^ to all he felt for her. This little 
.difappointment of the maternal wifli 
was only^ compenfated by the unexcep- 
^tioiaablenefs of the man to whom Mifs 
Wentworth was united, and of the woman 
the blooming general hoped to call his 
own. 

Having torn himjfelf therefore from 

the houfe of his mother, accompanied 

■ 3by Mr. Leneftw, hfii flew whis beloved 

" 4ady^ 
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lady, with whom he was on the very 
rve of marriage, when the commands of 
his foverign and the diftrefles of his 
country required him to embark upon 
a dangerous expedition. 

The fenfibilityof the lover was height- 
ened by the fenfibility of the hero ; none 
but the brave, according to his creed, 
meriting the fair. — I go, my dear madam, 
faid he, either to render myfelf more 
worthy of the diftinftion with which 
you have honoured me ; or to fanftijfy 
that diftin6tion by falling in a noble 
•caufe. — ^Heaven wiH perhaps, be propi- 
tious! — but whatever difpofition Heaven 
is pleafed to make of the man who afpired 
to your hand, it muft not be obtained by 
a bi?each of his duty, 

PoorLenefton was exceedingly afFeftcd 
at the interview, and gave one ahnoft invo- 
luntary figh to the recoUeftion of the 
amiable Mifs Wentworth. Mrs. WclHy 

retired 
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retired, but the tender-hearted Louifa 
begged leave to Accompany her, in or- 
der to foften the meafure of her afflic- 
tions ; of which offer (he moft gladly ac- 
cepted, for Louifa was her god-daughter 
und very great favourite. 
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CHAP. Xlil. 

THE fcheme of the national militia 
had fo much of the guife of true 
patriotifm, that though many might wilh, 
few ventured to oppofe it. It was a fa- 
lutary, it was a fpirited meafure, and 
produced all thofe happy confequences 
the Vicar had intended it flipuld be pro- 
duftive of — the fixing his patron in the 
afFeftions of the people. The troops 
that had given fuch dilguft to the Eng* 
liih, were removed, indeed, from their 
fight, but retained in their pay : a little 
army of obfervation were formed by 
them in Weftphalia, and his royal high- 
ncfs the duke of Cumberland was ap- 
pointed their commander — fupplies were 
folicited and obtained by his majefly for 
their fupport -, but, notwithftanding Mr. 
Windham did not hefitate to deliver his 
majefl:y*s meflage-refpefting this grant 
to the houfe, and appeared highly pleafed 

with 
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with its fuccefs, fome certain circum- 
ftances tranfpired, that proved his heart 
was not well afFefted towards it ; in con- 
fequence of which, he received an inti- 
mation to rcfign, to the utter chagrin of 
the Vicar. 

Mr. Windham fuftained this difgracc 
with the dignity of confcious virtue 5 
was never once heard to complain a- 
gainft, or, in the fmalleft degree, refleft 
upon the authors of it. But however 
exemplary his moderation, the Vicar^s 
vehemence hurried him into the oppo- 
lite extreme 5 — ^he recapitulated, where- 
ever he came, the wonders of Mr. Wind- 
ham's adminiftration •, what great things 
he had done, and what greater ftill had 
been prepared by him for . accomplifh- 
ment, had not his enemies prevailed a* 
gainft him, and the ear of his fovereign 
been fo unhappily tainted. 

H 2 In 
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In this fhort recefs from employment, 
the Vicar propofed to his patron to make 
a vifit to Lord Churchill, in which propo- 
fal that gentleman jnoft willingly acquict 
ced i and, accompanied by Mrs. Arundel, 
they arrived fafely at Wentworth lodge, 
as Lord Churchill had named his mo- 
ther-in-law's finaU, but elegant habita- 
<tion. 

Lord Churchill was not of that num- 
ber, whofe behaviour is regulated by the 
fmiles or frowns of court favour. Con- 
vinced his coufin had been ill treated, 
becaufe he told him he had, he made 
it his whole ftudy to foften his private 
diflatifaaions, by his kindeft ajJpro- 
bation. 

As that ferenity of flcy which fucceeds 
a thunder ftorm is moll pleafingly en- 
joyed by moft individuals, fo the fatigues 
and buttles of a court life gave Lord 
Churchiirs retreat additional beauties to 

the 
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hemindofits vifitants. The fields appear- 
xi more lovely, the dreams more refrelh- 
ng, the general fimplicity more amiable, 
ind the gentle goddefs of the fccne, the 
weet Sophia, more divine, from the ama- 
:ing contraft to all they had been accuf- 
omed to behold. Sophia, unconfcious of 
he advantages, the enchanting light in 
ivhich {he was confidered, with each re- 
:urning day difplayed fome new powers 
:oT entertaining ; — ^little concerts were 
Formed by her, like the firft mother of 
mankind ; with chearful innocence fhe 
led the rufldc ball ; but, however amia- 
ble her condufl, neither Mr. Windhani, 
nor the Vicar, were perfeftly fatisfied 
with it. 

Mn Windham's perfon was allowed to 
be a very fine one, by the whole polite 
circle 5 Mr. Arundel's underftanding of 
an uncommon magnitude ; and they con- 
ceived themfelves intitled to very dif- 
ferent diftinftions to thofe the lady was 
H 3 dif- 
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difpofedtopay them :— ^hcr hirfband was 
the firft and laft objed of her folicitude 
and fatisfaftion, and {he was weak c- 
nough to be flattered by the reputatbn 
of an excellent wife, which fhe poflefled 
all over the country. 

The Vicar was mtore than ever offend- 
cd, . by her ladyfhip's confirmed infenfi- 
bility, A girl might be incapable of 
difcovering his mental perfeftions j a girl 
might be difgufted by the gravity of che 
ecclefiaflical charader, but the girliil^ 
period was paft ^ yet did he find him<' 
iclf only honoured and refpcfted^ where 
he cruelly and unwarrantably fought to 
obtain fome more tender confideration^ 
and he entered into frefh vows of dire 
vengeance. 

Sometimes he thought it would be no. 
bad fcheme to betray the miferable Lou- 
ifaj as he very obligingly called her 5 but. 
that was foon rejedled, as wholly incom-. 

patible 
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patible with her charafttt* ; and as he 
was tKiable to fix upon any thing with 
the fmallcft probability, he rcfolved to 
leave it to opportunity, not only to fur- 
nifh -him with means, but to give thoifc 
means the colour he nioft wiflied them 
to wear. According to his creed, op- 
portunity was the grand effentialj and 
he was fo hardy, as One day to aik a 
perfon he was converfing with, as the 
teft of his arguments, whether, under 
proper management, avarice could not 
receive the complexion of prudence, de- 
ceit of caution, felf-intereft of public 
Ipiritednefs, and revenge of juftice.- 

Lord Churchill, whofe love of the Eng- 
liflironftitution, and zeal forthe eftablilh- 
ed' religion, occafioned him to be attached, 
as I have already obferved, to the prince 
then upon the throne, was exceedingly 
pleafed to find his vifitors feiitimentS' 
correfpondent ; for when in town, he 
had too little attended to politics to know 
H 4 which 
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which party they belonged to :— ^bis own 
fincerity fecured him from all fufpicion, 
and the change in their fentiments was 
confidered by him as merely the efFedts 
of conviclion and ingenuouinefs. 

Was the houfe of commons, he would 
fay, but better furnifhed with the difin- 
terefted, the rational, the diftinguifhing 
and the juft, what a happy, what a pro- 
Iperous nation would the Englifh be ren- 
dered? — No country, he would add, pof- 
feffed fimilar advantages — ^there only 
wanted a judicious head and a refolute 
hand -, — the people were fufceptible of 
whatever impreflions thofe in power were 
dilpofed to give them ;■ the peo- 
ple were blamelefs, let their errors be 
ever fo great — the deceiving wife, not 
the credulous ignorant, the proper ob- 
jefts of contempt and difapprobation. 

During all this time the Vicar was not 
idle J his adherents, his creatures, regu- 
larly 
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l^rly received knd as regularly fulfilled 
his injunftions. The popularity of his 
friend was fwelled to -an aftoniftiing 
height, and gold boxes, -with the free- 
dom of the firft cities, courted his ai - 
ceptance in his hour of fuppofed injury, 
in the hour of his fuppofed inaftivity. 
But notwithftanding the Vicar's atten- 
dance upon his friend,^his defign? upon 
the innocent Clara were by no means re- 
nounced or defeated : a dangerous illnefs ' 
had made it impoffible for Lord Wind- 
ham to think of moving her for fomc 
months, and Mr. Arundel conceived, 
that the lead afliduity he fhewed upon 
the occafion, the leaft fufpicion heftiould 
incur. The miniftry which fucceeded 
Mr. Windham, were not pofleffed of 
fuch fhining abilities as to compenfate, 
in the eyes of the public, for what they 
had loft. The fquadron which had been 
detached by their favourite to the Eaft- 
Indies, and another to Jamaica, were 
now defpaircd of efFefting what he had 
H 5 planned. 
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planned. The Vicar caufed it every' 
where to be bruited that Mr, Wind- 
ham had prepared an American fupply^' 
which would have been fpcedily remitted, 
if he had not been jockied^ out of his 
employment i nor did the merit of his' 
obtaining the royal afient to the militia*^ 
bill, during his fliort adminiflration, pa£i 
uncelebrated. 

By the Vicar's addrcfs alfb was the navy» 
brought at this junfturc into the higheft' 
reputation. — It was not compofed, he 
would obfcrve, as heretofore, of the low. 
and uninformed, but of men of incor- 
ruptible and enterprifing fpirits — liberal 
fortunes and liberal educations — inured 
to dangers, difficulties and hardfhips, 
and undebauchcd by the foppery, the 
coxcombry, which fo glaringly diftin- 
guiflied the military tribe. No luxurious 
tents, no magnificent pavilions were the 
objefts of their wilhes or eftimation 
The Roman genius, however degenerated 

in 
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in cverjr other' brcaft, lived ftrong ih 
theirs; and as they were beft calculated, 
fo, if his friend had held the reins, they 
ihould have been moft eminently em- 
ployed in the fervice of their country.— 7- 
AU which fentimems were as eagerly 
imbibed as induftrioufly propajgated. 

The king of Pruffia now became the 
hero of the ag^. — ^His perfeverance, his 
foccefs againft the Auftrians, was to6 
firiking a contraft to the fupinehefs of 
the Britifli military, not to occafiori 
great diflatisfaftion in the political world. 
All was lawful game that the Vicar was 
capable of reaching, and provided he had 
an engine to play off, no matter whether 
it was borrowed from the Pruflians or the 
French. Succeffive changes were every 
where rung upon the abilities, the valour 
of the Pruffian monarch, and the Vicar 
fecretly prqcured medals to be ftruck of 
dxis temporary deity. The bait was not 
to be refiiledj an alliance with the.king 
H 6 of' 
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of Pruflia was the general voice.— ^It was 
the king of Pruflia alone that could tame 
the haughty power of France, prefervc 
us from domeflic invafion^ and fave our 
American pofleflions from devaftation. 
TheCuUoden hero, fuch is the caprice 
of human favour, was now little thought 
of, though in a moft critical fituation, 
though daily foliciting, and daily ex-^ 
pefting the neceflary fupplies ; though 
a voluntary exile for die defence of the 
country he loved, and though far beyond 
every poflibility of enjoying the accom- 
modation his birth and fortune intided 
him to. — While the Pruflian king's 
praifes every where refounded, this hero 
of the year forty-fix, who was reduced 
to the neceflity of retreating as the ene- 
my advanced, inftead of ftriking a de- 
cifive blow, was wholly unafllfted and 
wholly difregardcd. 

Mr. Windham exulted in his retreat; 
the American undertakings were all 

un- 
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unprofpcrous, the arrival of every fleet 
on every foreign deftination untimely; 
and it was liniverfally believed that thefe 
misfortunes would have been averted^ 
if his power of aftion had remained. 

Never did the face of things appear 
fo formidable in Britain as at this con- 
1^ junfture. — His majefty's diftrefs was, 
beyond meafure, complicated; bleeding 
for the miferies to which the kingdom 
of his nativity was expofed, and for the 
dangers which threatened the kingdom 
of his fucceflion, he knew not what 
courfq to take. — Mr. Windham's under- 
ftandingwas an acquifition he would have 
rejoiced in, but he difliked his princh- 
ples, and had detpded him in fome 
fmall difmgenuities. His majefly was, 
however, too fenfible to be obftinate, 
and too generous to facrifice the public 
good to private pique, or private incli- 
nation ; he defired to conciliate the af- 
feftions of his people j their happinels 
^as dearer to him than his own — he con- 
temned 
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temncd all fa^xnindim, but fuch as 
founded on real worth, and fiom uncx- 
.ampledconddcenfion conceived the gene- 
ral opinion might more fafeif be tniftcd' 
than his own. Mr. Windham wa^ there- 
fore a third time invited to. a participa- 
tion in governtrent, and the glad Vkrar 
attended to increaic the triuniph and 
partake the gale. 




CRAP. 
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C H A P. XIV. 

If ORD Windham had too much cor- 
*-*' diality for good-natured Ladies (and 
his Lordihip had toojuil an opinion of 
Mrs. Arundel not to give her the \it- 
iifDft credit in that particular) to be fur- 
prifed . or offended at the . long vifit his 
fiiends and relations had made to hia 
fen*s favourite. After the former he 
therefore enquired with the affeftion of 
a father, after the latter with the gak 
iantry of a man of falhion, who knew 
life, and thought himfelf infinitely hap- 
py in fuch an agent as Arundel, both in 
his own amours and thofe of his family y 
for he looked upon the reconciling 
Lord Churchill to a fenjible attachment,- 
as a^ mafter ftroke, from' his poffcffing 
thofe principles of generofity and ro- 
mance which muft otherwife have ex- 
pofed him to the greateft follies. As 
every thiftg waa^ now completed for the- 
^ "" re- 
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reception, and the accounts of Mils 
Clara Sidney's health not only favourable 
but perfeftly fatisfaftory, the Earl beg- 
ged Mr. Arundel would make her one 
more vifit, and give her fuch impreffions 
of his intentions as fhould induce her 
unreluftantly to exchange her prefcnt 
fituation for any one he fhould chufe- to 
propofe to hen The vifit was according- 
ly made, arid the Lady's mind moft 
artfully attacked, though not in the 
caufe of right honourable iniquity. Mr. 
Arundel affefted the deepeft concern, 
and treated the unfufpefting girl with a 
referve, yet with a tendemefs fhe had 
never before obferved in his behaviour. 
Having for fome tinie watched the 
changes in his countenance, and revolv- 
ed his extraordinary expreffions, fhe took 
the alarm. — My good Sir, cried fhe, 
with the mofl engaging earneflnefs, 
what have you to communicate, that 
you are afraid I fhould hear? Have 
I lofl my benefaftor ?~-You Ihake your 

hpad 
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head — ^It muft be fo ; but have I not 
loft a father long ago, to teach me fub- 
miflion to the will of Heaven ? 

For your fake, madam, returned the 
Vicar, notwithftanding my intereft is fo 
materially connefted with that nobleman, 
and notwithftanding all the fervice he has 
rendered me, for your fake, I repeat, I 
t:ould wifh you were right in your con- 
jedtures j — but that the Earl of Wind- 
ham lives is Mifs Sidney's greateft mis* 
jfortunc, for he lives. — 

: Your friendftiip for me. Sir, faid Mifs 
Sidney, with the mild grace of pious rc- 
fignation, occafions you to fuSer with* 
out a caufc. — ^Lord Windham has the* 
withdrawn his proteftion ; Lord Wind- 
Jiam will no longer decorate the laft re- 
mains of a poor old man with undue 
-trappings; but let them go— -I can 
thank him for the paft, and unrepining- 
ly fubmit to the future. I own it is a 

mis- 
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misfortune that I have been fo elegantlf 
bred. To unlearn, however, Mr. 
Anindel, cannot be a harder taik thaik 
to learn ^ and if you can condefdend to 
favour mie with fome little countenance, 
all fhall yet be well with me. 

How could it be poffible, exclaimed 
the Vicar, with up-lifted eyes, for the 
greateft villian in exiftence to betray &ch 
an angel ! and yet theie is but one fitua- 
tion that can pneferve that lovely perfoR) 
that moil amiable mind from kieohvem- 
encies ; was I but fome years younger, 
howfhould I exult in being able to ^Srr 
yt)u a legal proceftor! but the di^ 
rity of my years, the ferious turn of tH^ 
temper, and the gravity of that fundfkfil 
CO which I bei(M^ can give no eligibife 
impreflions of me to the blooming be^ 
fom — yet, mfy Lord's bafc defigris— 

Sparc rnc, cried Mifs Sidtiey, covering; 
her face with her hands, O I Sir, I befteeh 
you, fp^arexne the confufiohj the diftreflj 

the 
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the horror of that thought — and yet, re- 
covering herfelf a little, telJ me all— 
it is the guilty alone that ought to feel 
confufion: the purity of my own heart, 
and the purity of my own intentions, 
fliall fupport me under the fhocking in- 
formation. 

I, came, then, my dear Mils Sidney, 
returned the hcneft Vicar, by his Lord- 
fliip's peculiar command, to prepare you 
for what he is fo abandoned as to call a^ 
life of affluence \ biat I am fatisfied you 
will concur with me, that fpl^ndid m* 
famy is only infamy {o much the more 
coafpicuous. Allow me, therefore^ to 
add that I con^^ with a full determina* 
t}o^ to oSer you my hand, if you can 
condefcend to accept it, my everlaft- 
ing faith, my legal protection ; this, 
and this only wiU be your fecurity frOlm 
iiMiumerable defigns of the fame dreads 
folly ungenerous nature; for fuch is 
the difpofition, the education, the prin*. 

ciples 
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ciples of mankind, that the eminently 
lovely are ever marked down for their 
prey. 

Mifs Sidney, notwithftanding all her 
compofure and firmnefs, could not fup- 
prefs abundance of fears, from the idea 
of fo much bafenefs in the man (he had 
honoured, and the idea of the indignity flie 
had fuftained. The Vicar foothed her with 
all that could charm the imagination of 
refinement, made profeffions that would 
have fell not ungracefully from the lips of 
a divinity, and at length obtained a fweet 
confeflion from the moft perfedt of hu- 
man hearts, that a whole life of the 
tendereft attention would be deemed an 
inadequate return for fuch great obliga^ 
tions. 

This grand point gained, the Vicar 
inftrufted her in fome methods of de- 
ception fhe herfelf could never have 
ftruck out, for the purpofe of effeftualljr- 

defeating 
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defeating every endeavour of Lord 
Windham's to difcover the place of her 
retreat. — He thought it moft advifablc 
for her to give the family ftie belonged 
to reafon to apprehend fhe was forcibly 
carried ofFj promifed to have a houfe 
jeady for her reception, and provide a 
•carriage and fervants, in fuch a manner 
as to favour that wifli, yet guard againft 
every poflibility of a purfuit. Then, 
taking his leave, left her to meditate on 
what had pafTed. 

When arrived at Lord Windham's, 
3ie made fuch a report as he knew 
-^as beft calculated to amufe that noble- 
jnan, when Lord Windham ventured 
.to acknowledge to him, that he had long 
jefolved to confer the dignity of coun- 
tefs upon the accompliftied Mifs Sidney. 

Mr. Arundel was petrified at the 
found. — However, there -was ftill the 
fame caufe for exultation ; it was im- 
jpolliblc for any onQ to undeceive the 

lady 
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lady:, or interrupt his fchcmest; for, as 
nofufpicion of him had ever been formed, 
he was certain to receive the firft intima- 
tion of every enfuing ftep refpefting h^. 
He now debated with himfelf where 
he fliould convey her : — in a remote cor- 
ner of the country, Ihe might perhaps 
be lefs liable to dhcovery ; but then Ihc 
would be beyond the reach of his vifits:, 
and indeed, fuch were the accidents of 
life, that fome demon, the more prcr 
caution was ufed, might be the more in- 
duftrious to reveal. He therefore de- 
termined to run into the danger to avoid 
the apprehenfion, and at leaft receive 
the price of difappointment and dc- 
tcfikion, if fuch were to be his fate. He 
had great reafon to believe that Stepn^ 
^as a town of all others the m<A fecutt 
from Lord Windham's knowledge, . A 
fmall, but very convenient habitation 
was foon there obtained by him, and a 
^OKple of decent fervants put into pot 
feflEGiit aiid having acquainted Mifi 

Sidney 
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Sidney when to expert the carriage, he 
found himfeif very impatient for the 
pife execution of his plan. 

His apprehejtifions were all without 
foundation; the train of his meafures 
l»ere tpo well laid to fail of fuccefs. 
J^fs Sidney, in the caufe of virtue, in* 
die caufe of integrity, was an abfolute 
^erpine, and the Vicar, to convince her 
of his honour and his love, produced 
a licence (of his own drawing) immedi- 
ately upon her •arrival, and preferited 
h^ one of his very bed friends, as a 
man qualified to perform the facred cere- 
iDOpy, The ceremony was. accordingly 
performed, and the wretched Mifs Sidney 
irreparably undone. It occurred totl» 
Vicar that it would be beft to apprife 
the carl at the earlieft moment he could 
be fuppoied to have received intelligence 
C>f his lofs, and flatter him with the hope 
of her being recovered ; at the fame time 
^^M he^coaceivod it necefiary to difpatch 
4 fuch 
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fuch a letter to the good people under 
whofe care Mifs Sidney had been fitu- 
ated, as ftiould filence their enquiries^ 
and remove their anxiety, without giving 
them the finalleft information. 

Lord Windham funk under the news •, 
his vanity or his love was too deeply 
wounded for him to fupport it ; the ci- 
tation of his fpirits foon brought on a 
violent attack of the gout, and his phy- 
ficians declared him in the greateft dan- 
ger. During a whole fix weeks confine- 
ment, the Earl was fo whimfical and 
petulant that he would not fufFer the 
mention of a fingle aflfair to be made to 
him. Mifs Sidney, the obtaining Mifs 
Sidney, was the beginning and ending 
of all his wilhes. The Vicar once pre- 
fumed to afk him if he would not fee 
Lord Churchill ? He threw himfelf into 
a rage, and told him, fuch foiemnities 
were only fit for dying men, and begged 
he might not be terrified. — ^In fliort, 

what- 
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whatever ftruck his imagination as 
^wntyi, was rejefted by him as his. 
greaiteii: evil, nor would he confefs the 
mofl^ diftant notion of deaths until! his 
laft* bf eath was efcaping him. 

Thus fell the Earl of Windham,, a 
vi<5lim to gallantly, after all the devaf- 
tations he had committed ^ for had the 
Vic^ underftood his honourable inten* 
tions in due time, he durfl: not have 
proved an impediment to them, though 
there is little reafon to believe that Mifs 
Sidney could have yielded to his propo- 
Xjls, uniefe betrayed by a too nice fenfc 
of gratitude for a bcncfador. 

The Earl and Countefs of Windham 
did not quit their beloved retirement^ 
9n the deceafe of their father, as no ac- 
counts reached them untill he was no 
more. They intreated Mr. and Mrs» 
^rundcl would give tliem theiip com- 
pany once again in the country 5 for. 

Vol. !• I from 
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:from confidcring Mn Arundel as the au^ 
thor of their felicity, they could wth 
pleafure have laid kingdoms at his feet 
But Mr. and Mrs, Arundel were in no 
degree difpofcd to accept their invita- 
tions, from having experienced how ill 
they were calaJlated to -participate the 
rational fatisfadions of that paradifai- 
cal ^t. The natural turn -of Lord 
Windham's dilpofition, together with 
the gentienefs and humility of his wifc-s 
fentiments, had indeed conftituted him 
a moft extraordinary creature. The 
falfe lights and {hades by which the 
^^tf/ wofld are abufed had with him no 
cxiftence.— In the plainnefsof firaplicity, 
and the purity of veracity, he beheld 
both caufes and efieAs, and though his 
fenfibilky-would not fuffer him to de- 
generate into a mifanthropift, he was in 
every degree what the undiftinguifhing 
call a humourift j-^his drefs was not re- 
gulated by fafliion, but by convenience ; 
>his meals by the hows of .the day, but 

*hc 
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the demands of appetite, and his aAions 
by reafbn, juftice, and humanity } their 
life was confequently a life ofpleafant- 
aeis, and their bofoms ever more at peace.' 
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THE Vicar had no great difficulty^ 
as Mifs Sidney had no connexions, 
nor any curiofity for reading the pub- 
lic papers, to conceal the knowledge of 
Lord Windham's death, which, in his 
critical fituation, wasof the higheft im- 
portance; for as Mifs Sidney appre- 
hended that, Lord Windham was the 
only enemy Ihe had in the world, and 
the only caufe of Ikt preff nt obfcurity, 
fhe would neccflarily have expefted to 
have been very differently, accommodated, 
when all obftacles were removed. 

Nothing was ever more exemplary 
than this unhappy young Lady's condud 
in Jier deceived ftate ; not a moment of her 
life but was devoted to theftudy of adding 
new charms either to her mind or per- 
fon, for the fake of that man, whofe 
lim)iae& ihe h«)4 niQft facred: nay 
"^ ■"' T' " iuck 
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fcch is the force of virtue, that the 
Vicar's infernal foul frequently . fhrunk 
before it; when he beheld her all lovely 
and fpotlefs as to every intentional 
crinie, he could have wifhed that the 
crime of feduftion had been his with- 
fewer aggravations ; but the buftles of 
politics on the one hand, and a natural, 
propenfity to guilt on the other, foon. 
iilenced all his compun(flions. 

The new arrangement of the miniftry 
gave hope once more to the breafts of 
all kinds of people -, for in appearance,. 
by that new arrangement, the moft 
jarring elements were reconciled for the 
J^uWic good, and though thfe eminence 
«f power was evidently Mr. Windham's, 
his unaflbming demeanour, the uncom- 
mott moderation 6f his condudl gave 
additional force to his other merits in 
the hearts <>£ the populace. And here 
r cannot forbear obferving, tliat happy 
ttpould ithave^beenforEn^aadi if thb 
1 g had- 



174 VICAR OF BRAY. 

had not been the almoft only inftanct 
of a popular or royal favourite's bearing 
his confequence meekly, or of a fove- 
reign's nobly difdaining to bring felf inr 
to competition with the profperity of 
his kingdom. But this favourite knew 
well the human conftrudion, and never 
negleded the fubftancefoF the fliadowj 
and this moft gracious and ever to be 
revered fovereign had too juft a fenfc 
of thofe bell reins of government, the 
€iffe£tions of the people, to fufFer any 
zdi of his own, to wreft them from hU 
hands. 

Mr. Windham fell to work with hit 
wonted aftivity; — but there was fo 
much to undo before -any thing could be 
done, that nothing lefs than thcindefati* 
gable fpirit with which he was endued, 
could have fupported him in it, France 
was to the laft degree viftorious ; Emb- 
den had been feized by one part of her 
army, and the other, having united fc- 

veral 
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veral detachments, ggve chace to that ill- 
treated Prince the Duke of Cumberland,, 
who paff&l the Wefer for the fecurity: of 
his handful of men, and defeated him- 
at Haftenbec ; — ^when finding the eleiJlo- 
rate wholly untenable,, and himfelf de- 
ferted by'his father's miniflry, as there 
was no other meafures to prevent the re- 
maining few from- becoming prifoners, 
he figoed a convention of neutrality,, 
diftributed his troops into-cantonments,.. 
and, with proper indignation, return^ 
to England^ 

The Vicar and his patron, though fo 
^gouroufly pufhing their fame and in- - 
tereft under the eledor of Hanover's 
aufpices, had,, in no degree, forgot their 
original difafiedtionv the fovereign was, 
indeed, too fecure for their attacks, but 
the fon, the brave, the once idolized 
fonwas now at their mercy, and though 
avarice and ambition were powerful' 
Iprings in his breaft, malignance, re- 
I 4 yenge,,' 



176 VICAR OF BRAT. 

venge, and a natural paflion for perfect-- 
ting the meritorious if unfortunate^ 
were fuperlor to both. 

The convention was held forth in its;- 
moft aggravated features-to the deluded 
populace •, — the court, the minifby, 
afFefted to difapprove what theirneglcft 
had rendered inevitable, and the fartic 
illuftrious Prince, who, in the year forty- 
fix, was hailed the faviour of Britain, was 
received with infults and indignities on 
his arrival from a ftation where he had 
experienced injuftice, dishonour, danger 
and mortifkatidn. — ^Yes, to the ever- 
lafting reproach of the EngKIh, thiat 
very populace, who, with the louddl 
acclamations, had hung on his chariot 
wheels, and from gratefiJl 2eal had im- 
peded his horfes in their paffage, now 
ftrove to cxcell each other in adbi ^of 
* outrage and infolence.— Fatigued ^in 
t)ody, and diflatisficd in mind, dead 
tats and mud were thrown into his 

chaife. 
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^thaife ittshe pafiefl ttfaroi^h White-Cha* 
fely in jvhich -wdrthy icetic, «nd ftUl 
mow worthy tranfaftions, the severcnd 
^icicrhad no inconfidcrdsle fliait, — 'He 
ma^ itftdcd all acccfs toite throne, le-- 
^fed cfffsrf opportunity of escplaining, , 
ttiuch lefe of vindicating his coftdu£t,> 
and uMble to fcear ijnprovoked pater- 
nal, and unmerited national difpleafure, 
Unwoved, he 'took the military figna- 
fure^fj^m his hat, and putting it into 
the hands of ohe of his faithful followers, . 
bid mm teH his iather he was no longer 
a foldier, and retired to his palace .ac 
Windfor. 

The Vicar was too deep read, as has 
iftready 'been obferved, in the myftery of 
politics, not to underftand their fluftu- 
^lingand inconfiftent nature. — ^The fun 
that declined to^ay, was frequently only 
^bidding the fairer to rife to-morrow with 
encreafed luftre. He therefore whifpercd - 
ifo his patron^ ^ar, that a vilit to the dif- - 
I 5 graced; 
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graced, the injured favourite, would Be- 
commend Iiim to all parties. Befides all 
this, there was a wheel within a wheel, 
that the public were but little apprifed 
of, and which, from a relpedt for the 
free-mafonry of politics, I ihall forbear 
revealing. — The vifit was accordingly 
made, and a friendly intereourfe eftab- 
lilhed, much to the fatisfaftion of every 
perfon who was capable of peeing be- 
hind the political curtain; and though 
the populace were for a long timedc* 
ceivcd, I need not inform my readers 
what reputation that Prince enjoyed 
with that very populace, at the unfor- 
tunate period of his deceafe. 

Sir Edward Hawke w^s now prep^- 
ing for his embarkation with the troops 
under his convoy on a moft promifing 
expedition, and Mrs. Arundel, though 
it may appear a much lefs important, 
event, was at the fame time preparing, 
n confequeuce of a mgft kind invitation, 

from 
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ftbm her declining health, for the South ^ 
of France* The fleet did embark, and - 
Mrs. Arxuidel made her excuriSon*- — ^The 
little ifle of Aix was taken 5 but when i 
the troops >expe(3:ed to be immediately z' 
pjit into adion againfb Rochefort, a^ 
boat or two wasfent outj and that for no *" 
other apparent purpofe .than> the being 
recalled.-i— The enemy was alarmed, but 
not in the finallell degree annoyed, .and 
after feverl litde^ diverdfements, the 
whole naval and military force returned 
home for ..farther orders, . 



The country was, by thefe l&ange > 
proceedings «nd former difappointments, , 
thrown into an univerfal ferment; the^ 
commanders, both naval and military, . 
acclaimed againft.witk the utmoft viru- 
lence, and jujftice demanded, in per- 
cmp|»ry . terms, upon the delinquents. * 
The officers," in order to exculpate * 
themfelves, threw the blame upon the * 
miniftry, . and the miniftry, by ^ way ot^ 
I & amufmg;^ 
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amofisig the kicen&d ptofsle, iq^idjinsd 
tktft an ellql2k7^ihould be^madeimo Hit 
tmtks -ef dte 'CkaB:ge«--^The <mqQii«»» 
gave 'it 'in favCMr^of adn^tK^ratioiH and 
the itiili^aiy tamtna&der i¥tis t>raiided 
\9ith4iibbecyeiice. A cociit-^fittai^sft was^ 
homcvtty ^raiieed him> ^^/irfitfrt, <»! ^le 
patticvlar evident <)f Sir JSdwaiA 
Haw^ke, he iv^ 4U^it(!ed) ii^t^vkh* 
fta^isg which the {>v^blk: ^ct^^^iftr ^mA 
imrecovdr»d by him j smd wh^ ^wis v^ 
rem^^k, the Vicar was the IteiA Iefs^ 
on this mifcarriage of any the nM0m 
had ever experienced. 

The Vicar's ina;ftivity was, nevet^he* 
left, bttt <tf ibopt continutoce; he found 
it necefliwy to^ exert his doquence « his 
patr(Mi*« defence, and evince, which h^ 
very foon did, that tinleli he adedfok- 
ly, he Gouid never become anfweraible' 
for all'thetranfadtions of adftiiniftrati^n ; 
that he had numberlefs enemies^ otAy 
for having been the frifend of his ^oim- 

try. 
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fcive that malignant %ifks trere irrc- 
ftrainable, and would hefitatte at notfting.^ 
to gain their point ; that rather than not 
lettr%im from Ae heaats^^die ;popelace, . 
<hcf woiiia^iilvc*^e<hc ^ok iingdom^ 
m ideftftKa^ott, 5)fov4ded they tioBia, ifi^ 
the finallrit 'degree, mairk irim dbwii^ 
for fee author. 

The multii*iidc, «s tiftid, heard, be^ 
Keved, and were cormnced; Mr. Wind- 
dam was again their idcrt, and once more 
enabled to ri)ufe Hheir i^nfidence. 

Mrs. Arundel at lengife alarmed by 
the ill fucceflfes of her nicQe, and 'ftiB 
mefre abf med at the growing -expence in 
her 'accommodation, fixed hef /djre upon 
Mifs Louifa's rationafli adtmeer, as a 
good dupe, if properly managed ; ac- 
cordingly it was fettled, that as foon as 
fhe returned from the courttry, Mife 
NcedhamAottld afifeft indifpofition— 

abfent 
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abfent herfelf wholly from the greaf^ 
worldy. and affed a wonderful* taile for 
ciomefUcality. 

Mifs Needham had ^ many objeftions 
to the fcheme-^— the fiege might be a c 
tedious one, and how could (he .exift : 
at a diilance from the vitals of her ex-> 
iftence ? Should any dlfappointment in* 
tervene, would not her artifice tranfpire, > 
and could fhe everfhew her. face -again 4 
where (he delighted fo much to be feen ? 
but it was her dernier refoFt-^^and Ihe : 
was compelled ^to make a virtue of ne« 
ceffity. A certain duke however found . 
her fo encouraging, that he .ventured to * 
enter very fpiritedly into her train 5 and 
it was whilpered — hiftorians have no-* 
thing to do with whifpers, fafts onlyy 
can be regiftcred in their annals. . 

His grace was both a hulband and a . 
father ; but he was too fafhionable not 
to delpife the firft charader, , and too- - 

wcHJ 



V 



VICAR OF BRAY. i«,j.: 

well bred to do honour to the laft — his 
wife and children were the only periods 
in the world that could complain, of ^ his 
want of' tendernefs or attention i nor, 
though thefe were circumftances pretty 
notorious, was he by ^y means the 
worfe received by womea of the niceft. 
refinement, or moft eminent reputation^ 

Yet notwithftandihg this very cufto- - 
' mary, this very improper condudt, the : 
ladies would be highly offended, if their 
delicacy, or their honour, was to be call- 
ed in queftion, but upon the moft fla^ 
grant proofs. You are not in this very 
polite age to truft the evidences of your' 
own fenfes— you muft take up your 
opinion upon the credit of others, and - 
not once believe, that where a Jady has 
not the refolution to avoid the flattery, 
jQie cannot have any very moral objec- 
tions to the man. The duke was how- 
ever fo well pleafed with* Mifs. Neei. 
ham*s behaviour, that he prefented her 
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fome veiy magnificent tokens of Hs 
gratitude — tl diamond Tofe Aoffwchcr, 
and many other articles, which fhe 
would otherwife never "have been miF-- 
trrfsof; and it was fo much to her aunt's 
fatisfaftion, that Ae applauded liis- 
grace's generofity no lefe than her niece's^ 
wifdom, and fet h down^as* a <3cair point, . 
that if he had been free from prior 
>hims upon his title, that, together 
with his perfon, would have 1>een!bdffiow- 
ed where Ws heart was fo apparently 
devoted. There h no fuch thing as^ 
contradifting diefe ftrange fancies, tnt-^ 
lefs it was poffible to remove every fup- 
pofcd obftacle, or was even that the 
cafe, might it^ not be aflerced th^ he 
had changed his mind by delays-? -and 
that thou^ he would have married -her 
on his &ft acquaintance, the novelty 
ceafing, and Ws recolleftion returning, 
he thought proper to aft a contrary part. 

- The- 
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The fnare had been laid for Mr. Da- 
• renport fo fuccefsfiiUy, that he even re- 
joiced that he had been refiifed by Lou- 
ifa, for to all the beauties of her difpo- 
^fition, in this inftance, was fuperadded 
a vtry engaging pepfon, and the molt 
heavenly fweetnefs of difpofition. The 
wedding preparations were carried oa. 
-with infinite fpirit;— *an equipage, a 
iioufe in the moft polite ftile was pro* 
' vided for her aCcommodatioA, and Mr. 
Windham deigned to finile with uncom- 
mon gracioufnefs upon the objeft of her 
rhoicc. Poor Mr. Davenport, how 
imfcrablf was he impofcd upon! the 
tetft-hc was fcckingto^engagOs bynum- 
bcrlefe afts of genercjfity, knew only to 
tWpife him, and to laugTi trt every wcfr- 
thy, every noble jfMinciple : from the 
moment ^he was %odkM in, to the mo- 
mem-of has mqptials, was one^onrintied: 
fcenc of deception and fraudulent prac- 
tices ; Tior was he fvfflfeped to have con- 
flccftionwith a &T^ecjeatuw that^could: 

havcL: 
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have betrayed their real charafler w 
him. The appointed day at laft ar- 
rived, — to church went the Vicar, his- 
patron, and his wife,, to be witnefles to 
the accomplifliment of their fine work,, 
and the Lady returned Mrs. Daven- 
port., 

Having received and repaid her round! 
of vifits, her hulband gently intimated^ 
his defire to quit town ; , but Ihe peremp- 
torily inJTifted upon it, that thofe only 
who had .an objedion to continue in.it^. 
fhould leave it-^ and that^ as fhe did not 
wifh.to put a reftraint upon his inclina- 
tions, fhe did hope fhe had nothing of 
the kind to apprehend from him* He 
now, for the firfl^ time, began* to per- 
ceive his error, but confcious that it^was 
too late, to retrieve it, he flill perfifted 
to foothe. her. into compliance ; but all 
he wa3 able to obtain was. a kind :of 
compromife, that if fhe was indulged: 
thevprefent winter, he fhould be confult- - 

od: 
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cd the next. It is very- natural. to fup- 
pofe that a. man endued, with, every fo- 
cial, every rational propenlity, could not 
but be exceedingly wretched: with, a wo- 
man of fo oppofite a turn of fentiments. 
The Vicar and Mr. Windham would 
endeavour to keep him in good humour 
in the abfence of his Lady,, but neither 
abfcjice or prefence afforded the expeft- 
€d felicity. Her party was^ indeed^ 
ftrong againft him ; he was a Hottentot 
with the belles, and a Barbarian with 
the beaux ; nor did fhe fcruple to pick. 
a fubjeft for ridicule out^of him where- 
cver (he went. A woman of fpirit is a 
moft amiable creature ! to deftroy thofc 
they are bound to fave, to impair the 
fortune to which they have not contri- 
buted a (hilling, and plant thorns about 
the pillow of him whofe repofe they 
ought to hold moft facred, are fome of 
the inferior feats they hourly accomplifh ; 
dead to every worthy compun6tion, and 
jjhamed only of what has any tinfture 

ofr 
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of propriety, they flutter through life^ 
adorn the pifture-fhop windows, and 
eonfequently are conceived moft befittipg 
examples for the rifing generation— foP 
is not to celebrate, to applaud I 
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CHAP. XVI. 

TVURING this \diole fieriod, thf 
*-^ Vicar continued profperous in 
guilt 5 But as fecurity. is the parent of 
negligence, the parent o£ deftrudHon, 
To from fecurity did this moft fagacious 
of all deceivers infenfibly begin to re^ 
lax one of his ftridtefl: points of pru- 
dence, uninterrupted fobriety. Had 
Mifs Sidney known more of the world 
and mankind, fhe had not been fo long 
a.ftrajiger to her molancholy fate; but 
the gpodneft of h^r heart prevrenxed all 
fufpicion, untilj, in pne of thefe un^ 
guarded moments, flie difcovered th^ 
Lord Windham was dead. 

Her nice fea(rbUitywas>deepl[y wound- 
ed,, tp find that tte maQ.fhe had made 
of Jq muchi cpnfequcnce to her, whofe 
jQy3 and wkofe, inconvcniencies (He had 
(a-itataily fl^t^r^d) illOi^ld .;|iinlc hc|r 
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unworthy jof tbeing introduced to Hk 
friends. She tried the matter a thou- 
fand difierent wa^ys, — ^was hcjunwiilirig 
io hurt the ion, by publifbihg the erron 
of the father, — ^was he ^raid of incur- 
ring the cenfure of the world for having 
united himfelf to an unprotefted, an 
unporrioned girl, or did he really think 
her unqualified for polite fcenes? — She 
was unable to fix upon any probable 
reafon, yet forbore communicating her 
diflatisfadion, left he ihould impute it 
to vanity, ingratitude, or ielf^fufficiencjr, 
more eipecialjy as Ihe found he l^zd 
great bufinefs upon his hands to call off 
his attentions from the mere ceremch 
jiials of life* 

The Vicar!s genius was, indeed, pret- 
ty well exercifed at this period :— many 
failures 'had tranlpired in political mat- 
ters to i/eork upon the minds of the un- 
happy multitude. Amongft the reft, 
^American affairs^ in howevorpromifuig 

aftato 
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,'ii'^ftate in their beginning, now wore but 
.a mortifying alpeft. Mr. Arundel had, 
iieverthekfs, the good fortune to fecure 
his patron, not only from all difgrace, 
but, by a happy attention to the chrono- 
logical art, 'Contrived, inconceiveably^ 
to advance liis reputation — ;for he foon 
made it appear intelligible to the mean- 
«ft capacities, that the Ipirited opening 
was wholly Mr. Windham's ; the lan- 
guor, the remiffnefs,* the fucceeding mi- 
niftry's. He Mkewife whifpered in every 
car he could reach^ that a defcent upon 
Xouifburg, which bid defiance to all 
impediments, had been concerted by this 
moft indefatigable of men*, nay, that the 
returned fleet were dilpatchcd for that 
glotious purpofe, but what kind of fi- 
gure their inactivity, he added, would 
make in the annals erf Great Britain, or the 
immenfe expence the nation liad (b ufe- 
lefsly fuftained, he fhould be very un- 
. willing tafu^eft the famteft idea, only 
idiink, he would in tl^e fame moQfient 

cry. 
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cry^ with proper fignificance of features,^ 
and a marvelling indignant acoent, o^. 
fuch an inapcftant^ fuch^ a powerful 
force, both naval and miUtary^ yet. not 
a (ingle ftroke ftruck: the French fleet 
too, that they would obtain ib unhoped 
ibr an opportunity <^ making their d&- 
ilred port, inilead of noeeting with the 
dcftnidion they were expoled to ; and. 
to complete the whole, what a fhattered 
and diftrefled condition did we receive 
them in from the hand of Providence, 
though, indeed, ftorms were not tq be 
;guardedagainft! 

Whilft the Vicar thus trhimphed* iiv 
the fuccefs of his eloquence (for. his au* 
dience were nev^r wanting in credulity") 
Mrs. Arundel, it was reported as apiece 
of fecret hiftory, made a very conijl^a^ 
ble purchafe in the funds, was apparent* 
ly the mod; brilliant of many brilliant 
<€ircles, andh^ a levy equaJi at kaft' t9 
ihe iurftmiAifter's in the^ kingdom. 

/ ' ' "' The 
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The confequences of this extraordina- 
ry conduct of the forces fcnt out, vvhat- 
. ever was the fource, were mpft dread- 
ful, miferabk accounts continually ar- 
rived ; their beft forts fell a prey to the 
enemy, conqueft and devaftation threa- 
tened them from^ every quarter, and a- 
mongft their other misfortunes^ -Fort 
Wil|Hain Henry.was lofL . . \^ ' 

The Vicar knew well what he w^s 
about.. — It was an inexpreifible aggra- 
vation, he would fay, of the.minifterial 
cabals, that Fort William Henry, which 
the general, cojjld not, .bq, ignorant wa^ 
too thinly provided for a defencej had 
not been reinforced by a detachment 
from the unemployed troops i but he 
prefumed it was their orders to come 
home to be reviewM. .How, unprecedent- 
ed, how unpardonable fuch. neglfedt; h^. 
would fay, and wh^t lamentable efFefts 
has it not been produftive of ! * The fa- 
-V3ge ads committed by the befiegers. 

Vol. L K when 
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when the unhappily befieged were un- 

' able longer to refift, fo fhocking to the 
mind of humanity ! Could it be cither 
uncharitable or prefumptuous to fuppofe 
thofe would be found tinanlweraWc for 
them, by whofe bad management they 
had been occafioncd ? In a word, by a 

^jddicious cxercife of the means, acci- 
dental mifapprchenfion, or, » it was 
fhrewdly fufpefted, his own treachery had 

' fiirniftied him with, he fo difpdfed the 
hearts of the people, that his jmttorf s 
finalleft merits muft appear to infinite 

* advantage from the contraft ; light and 
Ihade how effential to each other ! 

Mr. Windham, anxious to avail him- 
felf of the Vicar*5 induftry, yet no leis 
anxious to retain the fevour of iiis Sove- 
reign, refdived'by alternate attentions to 
thp continental and provincial intcreft,to 
keep the balance to his wilhest 

The 
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■ The King ef Pruffia had unceafingly 
been played off by the Vicar : in his exi- 
gencies, in his viftories, the colourings 
vweFe equally ,ftrong; admiration and 
- j^oxnp^Rim infenjfiblyum^d iAttlie breafts . 
ffErf-thepubJiici adn>ii;ation aj^dcompaiflQn 
.yfg^s ;fehe union Ue lpught1:o.f«Qdueeir*• 
^>)tow;th^y:exultied in bis fvicecffsi, ja«i^i«pw 
t t-hey &k, themfelv^s deprisffed by ,bis:mif- 
ibrtunes^ info much that little more was 
/waoting to engage th^ir.moft vigorous 
4ffift»nce-~ruc^ is the frtcrfnafmry /of 
-|>Ql\tics^ ^ it.-iisiayjiJkftly. aadj^have/re- 
fpeajtedly oartkd i for aone but tjhe mighty 
iew have the J&naUeftcpqceptiQJB of what 
:they are about^ or what may polfibly.be 
the termination.-. The honeft, the de- 
luded people jjqqcdvftd Jphey were atSliog 
a noble, a voluntary part, inftead o£ 
^which) Bot .ttft€^p,.^aainQHnafii)n, or re- 
iblution:w»5 Hheir t)wii, ihutoruidly im- 
'bibed frQesj.iifae ^meittuniftcr's jnitne 
^eat-rJEwd in tiix fyogr. moment rthey 
hasd^ ih££dfdby!63imdl:)^^ ihey.wcuse 
K z merely 
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merely like fo many puppets dancing to 
his milerablc wires. 

The battle of Roibach ftill railing tlic 
reputation xs£ die Pruffian hero, the dit 
advantages the Englifii incuired were 
utterly unperceived by theni, though un- 
pcrceivcd-by them alone« It was now 
that the "Hanoverians were encouraged 
to refume their arms — and fo delighted 
was the Britifli Houfe of Commons with 
their fpirited condu(9t> that they unani- 
moufly voted a hundred thoufand pounds 
for their prefent fupport- — ^though at the 
period of this their generofity, the ho- 
nour, the fame, the commerce and the 
liberty of England were wounded )uid 
expiring from inattention. 

The Hanoverians had the good fenfe 
to reap the utmoft benefit of their im- 
proved condition; the convention, the 
compulfivo convention entered into by 
the Duke gf Cumberland had long fince 

bcea 
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been broken by the Frenclv— their ter- 
ritories to the utmoft verge plundered . 
and defpoiled ; no wonder therefore that 
they were eager to revenge themfclves on 
fo perfidious an enemy* 

The French, though without intending 
it, promoted the Hanoverian caufeagainit 
thcrtjfelves ; feveral diflodgements had 
been made by the allies, and on a rein- 
forcement from the Pruffian monarch, 
they were pufhed fo clofe, as to be ob- 
liged to retreat with precipitance : de- 
ftroying and ravaging the place.*; through. 
which they pafled, and to their eternal 
itigma, as a mailer ftroke, in all the wan- 
tonnefa of cruelty fettingfirc to the or- 
phan houfe of Zeli, replete with unof- 
fending and helplefs inhabitants; an 
aftion which feemed to render their chaf- 
tifement not the Hanoverian caufe, but 
tiie caule of humanity. 

K 3 Tlir 
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The Hanoverians, on the rcltimption 
of their arms, felr noinconficferable mor- 
tification to find thcmfdvses without a 
leader. The duke of Curiiberhod's pro- 
bity, the duke of Cumberland's martin* 
abilities appeared in a moft captivating 
light to their imaginations; but the duke 
of Cumberland had been created with too 
much indignity and injuftice by tfacBriK 
tifli miniftry, when fighting in defence of 
theBritilh dominions,* ever to be prevailed 
upon to engage in any more military ex- 
peditions. Their exigencies, their ne- 
ceffities were at length conveyed to the 
car of PrufFian: royalty, who immedt- 
acely recommended his dearly beloved: 
brother, -^nd moft experienced oAcer^ 
Prince Fertiinand to their favour^ andr 
his deaily beloved brother was accord- 
ingly haifed their general: I would by« 
no means be umterftood to arraign^tfie' 
merits of Prince. Ferdinahd's militarjr 
charader ; but Prince Ferdinand could 
not Be fuppofcd to have the intereft of the 

Englilh 
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Eaglifh much at heart.*' — It was neverthe- 
lejs his engagement to preis hard upon . 
the French, and fo far did he adhere to 
It in the jfirft inftance, that, they were . 
conipelled totally to abandon the EjediO' , 
rate. , 

This cireumftance was naturally very , 
acceptable with his Majefty -, |ior did tlie 
diligent Vicar fail to render it;- univ^r- . 
fally fo. The French were become ob- > 
jeds of deteftation. The trench were . 
humbled,, the French were in a degree 
overcome, and Prince Ferdinand was 
therefore conftituted the fecond toaft m 
every ale-houfe, the fecond idol of the 
infatuated populace of Great-Britain. 

This humour, fo propitious to the fo^ 
reign fufferers, and fo long wilhed to be 
produced, was not neglcdled by Mr. 
Windham. Our naval forces were now 
openly difpatched to aflift that caufe^ we 
had at a forpicr period fo loudly deaied^.. 
K 4 as , 
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as of afl others the moft detrimental to 
our domeftic interefts — and fo fuperla- 
tively generous did the Englifli prove 
themfelves, that they forgot their recent 
difcontents, their recent Joffes, their re- 
cent difappomtments, and with bonfires 
and illuminations celebrated the retaking 
of Embden by Commodore Holmes, — 
though the retaking of Embden was no 
more than opening a port for the re- 
ception of future aids from England, at 
the expence of her own fafety — fo little 
was the proverb in eft«em that charity 
Jhould begin at home. 

May no Hiftorian in his wrath dwell 
' upon tlie particulars of that frantic pe- 
riod. — May no Hiftorian in his wrath 
prepare a page that muft call forth a 
bluih on the cheek of our lateft pofte- 
riey. — O ! ma;y It never be told, that 
Vv'hen the moft wretched omiffionsy or the 
nK)it abominable treachery^ had involved 
uji in unfpeak able difficulties, we could 
. • fo 
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fo far fail in the duties we owed to our- 
felves, our children,, and our country, as 
to be capable of the moft extravagant 
rcvellings on the birth-day 0/ aniimagi^ 
nary, or at beft temporary hero, whofe 
delight, whofe trade was war, and who 
never bellowed a fingle thought on us^ 
unmingled with felf-intcreft, ridicule, or 
contempt. 
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CHAP. XVIL 

MR. Windham having thus gained 
fo material a point, conceived it 
incumbent upon him, by way of keeping 
the fcafe even, to puriuc or rather re- 
vive fbmc of Im pbns refpefting Anae* 
rica.. 

In an inftant Mr. Windham fhone 
forth the guardian god of the provinces, 
and Germany, as if by magic power, re- 
ceived the unalarming complexion of the 
fccondary objeft of minifterial confide- 
ration. 

Mrs. Arundel, who conftantly corre- 
fponded with Lady Windharp, and had 
given her repeated invitations to revifit 
London, now renewed them with fuch 
fuccefs, that fhe received information, 
that, accompanied by her Lord, fhe was 
determined to be with her in a few days, 
•i The 
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The Vicar's malicCyand Mr> Windham'js 
love, were revived by the news. Mr. 
Windham's public charafter expofed him 
to abundant fatigues, and as his own ^ 
home had ao cliarms^ for him^ he rejoiced \ 
to think he IJiould be enabled to pufi his . 
more retired hours,, in converfing yirith 
his long admired Sophia, the nu>il ac* 
compliflied of women.. 

As the Vicar had on a fonn^r occafioa > 
raifed the expeftations of tliP^ public witljr^ 
fegard to Louilbourg, the reducftioo of, 
Louifbourg became the objeet of Mr..^ 
Windham's contemplation •, and that he . 
might not hazat:d the lofs of his en-, 
tcrprife by ill-timing the embarkation of 
tl)€ deftined forces, they were difpatcl^ed 
as qarly as the beginning of Februarj. 

The French did 5^1 th^y could to cl?-, 

feat; this fcheme, but -werp uijfuccelsfubr . 

their fleet intended -ta annogf the E^glillx 

were dcftroye^ > Lpuifbpurg t^feeni; ai\d 

I * K 6 Lord 
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Lord and Lady Windham arrived in 
London quite a-propos to (hare the ge- 
neral joy, and join in the general con- 
gratulations Mr. Windham was confi- 
dered as intitled to, on his wifdoin and 
his abilities having been fo hapjpily di- 
rcfted. — As to the gratitude of the lower 
orders of the people, it did not fall much 
fhort of abfolute deification. Mr. Wind- 
ham's nerves were however luckily ftrong 
enough to fuftain all thefe mighty (hocks 
of popular adulation ; nor was he ever 
once furprifcd into a breach of that mo- 
deration, that fpecioufnefs of behaviour 
which had fo won' upon the public fa- 
vour, and fo confirmed the public voice. 

Lady Windham, whofe gentle nature 
fhuddered at the bare idea of the. mife- 
ries, the carnage of war^ and whofe anxie- 
ty for the fafety of Colonel Wefton, and 
his young friend, from their being emi- 
nently concerned in tlie military part of 
the enterprife, was exceeding lively -, ex- 

preffed 
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prefled much diflatisfaftion that war in 
all ages fhould be as it were the bufinefs 
of the human fpecies ! 

My dear, faid Lord Windham, if you 
could but peffuade the world to examine 
circumftances and events with a rational 
eye, your humanity would be fecured" 
from the frequent wounds it now expe- 
riences: the golden age would be once 
more reftored, and peace, the conftant 
companion of mankind; but the policy 
of tyrants has otherwife decreed, not- 
withftanding there are fuch large tracks in 
every country uncultivated and unmha- 
bited. The tyrant no fooner beholds hi» 
dominions populate, than he fends forth 
his thoufands, and his ten thoufands to 
be flaughtered in the field. — Evident and 
inconteilable as this faft is, continued 
Ills Lordfhip, it 19 with aftonifliment that 
I find the fpirit fif heroifm exifting in 
the very bofom of flavery — and yet the 
monarch's of Franee c^ truly boaft of 

many 
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ipany brave officers. The Englilh indeqd* 
when they draw the fword, have a noble 
incitement — the defence of their liberty, 
the defence of their property — the Eng- 
liih, from having much to loky have much 
to guard — and the Englilh eould never 
at any period be charged with drawing 
the fword on lefs juftifiabk princif^s. 

Mr. Windham and the Vicar ex-r 
changed a kind of fymp^tbetic foiile- -» 
the Earl's fimplicity producing one and 
the fame fenlation in each of their brei^iljs ^ 
and their mental inte^iftion was» Oh 
how little is ;his harmlefs peer acquaint-* 
ed with courts, courtiers, and the me- 
anders of politics ! 

Lady Windham had never been in 
London, byt in a retired fit%iatian. Lady 
Windham was con&q^ently much alio^ 
niihedat the fcenes ^. which her nobi- 
lity and connexions had introduced hen 

Where- 
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Wherever fhc went, . her hufband was 
her never-failing attendant — the beans, 
laughed, the belles blefled themfelves-i— 
but flic was proof againft the folly of 
fafhioii, and die Ihcer of the little mind-; 
cd — nor would Ihe have foregone the fa^^ 
tisfaftion of her hufband's company for 
all the adidadoa in tjie univerfe. 

Mifs LouiTa, with all her fund of vi- 
vacity, and fecniing love of life, would 
laot be prevailed upon to quit iter vene* 
rabie Mrs* Wcftky but in Ihort excur-» 
fions, and declared herfelf more than 
compenlatcd for all the gay world af- 
forded, in the converfations of reafoiv 
atnd the offices of friendHiip and huma^ 
,nity. . , 

' ' Mr. WamBiami that hd ijiight not lofc 
6n the one hand what he had g^ned an 
the othefj diotight it now neeeflary to 
caft a friendly eye upon continental af- 
fftir^^-^ml^ wtoi; che ccigniog iranJft 
• • 1 ports 
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(ports (hould fubfide, diflatisfaftion on 
obferving him in his true chara6ber 
might take place — the Vicar was en- 
joined by aAual report or bold infinu- 
ations, fo artfully to Work upon the hu- 
mour of the populace, that they them- 
felves Ihould eagerly folicit the very con- 
duft he, Mn Windham, was predeter- 
mined to purfue. 

With this view the Vicar, wherever he 
came, warmly entered into a defcription 
of the manifold advantages of a litoral 
war, and proved beyond a doubt, that 
if Prince Ferdinand was duly reinforced^ 
the French would not only be annoyed, 
but preffed and pulhed to the very gates 
of Paris. 

Your Englifh commonalty have infi- 
nite delight in the marvellous. — The 
French monarch already tottered on his 
throne, and fo fuccefsful was this finefle, 
that Mr. Windham foun^ Jbimfelf com- 
i peUcd 
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pelled, to -either efpoufe the German in" 
tereft, or forfeit the hearts both of his 
fovercign and the people. — ^He made a. 
very long, and very judicious fpeech 
upon the occafion — profeflcd himfelf 
(though all reluAant) yet all incapable 
of refitting the general voice, and as he 
was matter at once of the happieft lines 
and happiett accents, his elocutioa was 
never vainly exercifed. 

Lord Windham could not immedi- 
ately comprehend this double fyftem of 
politics — it either was or was not for 
the good of Britain to follow continental 
meafures, and that in the pqfitive degree. 
He infifted upon it^ that a faithful mi- 
nifter, inftead of foregoing, or yielding 
an important point, ought bravely to 
maintain it, though the lots of his pott, 
and the lofs of public favour iliould be, 
the confequence — for that to be intimi- . 
dated or over-ruled, was to be highly 
culpable; for was it not to defert his 

principles 
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principles, and facrifice the people ? and 
he would add, the applaufe of thoufands 
had little to ibothe the patriot, uniefs the. 
patriot's heart joined its honcft teft^nony; 
to the juftice of t4icir application cf 
then}, and the juftic« of his clainiir 

Mr. Windham did not chufe to be toa 
explicit with a, man of Lord Windham's: 
romantic ideas and fentiments-<^with a. 
modefty tnily amiable, and no lefs truly 
exemplary, he thecefore only ob&rved, 
that it was more probable for a fm^ 
judgment to err, than that the judgment 
of multitudes fiiould.be fidimd eraodt^eous^ 
and though he m^ CQiife& himself in-> 
capable of feeing things in. the light they 
appeared to the general optics of the 
kingdom, it might be happy for his; 
country (that everlafking idol of hi$: 
affcdtions, and obje<5t of his care) tha(. 
the populace had fuffitient fpirit and re-, 
folution to compel him to adopt their in- 
clinations, and the inclinations of his ib^> 
vereign, for his rule of aftion. 

Lord 
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Lord Windham (hook his head from 
:he extravagant opinion, that the man in 
Arhofe compofition, difcemmcnt and firm- 
lefs had not an abundant fhare, was of 
dl others the rtioft unfit man fbrpublicf' 
employments •, for if England was to be 
oft, whether complimental or mercenary 
notives were the caufe, he could per<:eive 
)ut fmall difference. 

Mr. Windham having had his laugh 
Lt the cxpencc of the pccr^ in a tett-^a- 
ete with his agent the Vicar, refolved to 
)urfue his fchcmcs with the fpirit for 
vfefch he had fo tong been diftingtrifhed^ 
nd which feould- rit^or fail te captivate 
be imagination ^ the vii%ar.. 

The treaty with Pruffia was ftrength- 
ned and confirmed with many additional 
and for that mom^chvery ad\^aHtageous) • 
rticles j nor were th6 fuppfieis obtained 
or the neighbourly purpofe lefs confide- 
able than ta the amount of 1,86^1,891 /. 
This it muft be allowed was a moft happy - 

and 
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and patriotic mcafure, and contributed m 
an elTential degree towards leilening the 
national debt, and at the fame time en- 
abled us to profecutc our expcnfive and 
important defigns in America,— The mca- 
fures, the fupplics^ had however the fane- 
tifying feal of Mr. Windham's appro- 
bation, and not a cenfure, not a mur* 
mur was heard. 

Circumftances and events, ever favour- 
able to the wifties of this ftatefman, con- 
tinued ftill their pleafmg operations- 
Cherbourg was taken — the Englilh re- 
joiced — the French were puflied to die 
banks of the Rhine, by the brave Prince 
Ferdinand (.though upon Hejfian prin- 
ciples) the Englifh were wanton in his 
praifes ; nay the brave Prince Ferdinand 
crofled that river in purfuit of the ene- 
my, and formed his motions fo judici- 
oufly, that on the third of June, he 
gained an important advantage at Crevell, 
and Duffeldorp was furrendered to him. 
It was then expeded by the exulting. 

people 
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people that Prince Ferdinand would have 
entered the French dominions, and by 
proper gradations led on his viftorious 
troops to the very metropolis — but Prince 
Ferdinand was too honourable, and too 
experienced a politician, not to grant his 
neighbours a jfhort breathing- time (an 
indulgence infeparable to all true gene- 
ralfhip, when the fpirit of the campaign 
is wifhed to be preferved) in which 
friendly period having collefted a power- 
ful force under the. command of the 
Duke de Soubife, the face of affairs was 
very foon changed, and the Parifian ter- 
ritories fecured from the -threatened de- 
Vaftation.^-The Englifh Were neverthelefs 
convinced by the honeft Vicar's reprefen- 
tation, that it could not be otherwife, arid 
were brought to admire the wifidom and 
vigilance of prince Ferdinand, by his op- 
pofing an adequate body to that advan- 
cing under the conduft of Soubife •, the 
^ofnmartd of which was given by him to 
the prtecc of Yfenburg. The prince t>f 

Yfenburg 
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Yfenburg might poflefs the firft military 
abilities, tho' he happened not to be of 
the number of fortune's favourites — the 
duke de Broglio, like another Alexander, 
came up with him, law, and conquered ; 
nor did the duke de^ Broglio omit im- 
proving his viftory to the utmoft. The 
. junAion of the Britifli troops belonging 
to the duke of Marlboroiigh, was by this 
means rendered wholly in»pra£licaUe.«*- 
Confequently all the Dukes except this 
\n the fervicc of his Catholic Majefty 
: were dreadfully embarraffed ; until one 
of the French generals, from principles 
of polkenefs, conceiving this tjie hap- 
pieft of all opportunities for KtumiBg 
Prince Ferdinand*^ compliment, delivered 
them from their difficulties, and enabled 
them to add another wreath to the laurels 
. they had already obtained — but in • fj^is 
place, for the honour ef the Eng^fll, 'I 
frunnot help obfesying^ ^that tjhe^ i^rue as 
f<Mrward to promote ei>ntEibuttoiiS'fQr.the 
unfuccefsiiilj as xhe iJoccefsful c»ttun(m^- 
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-cr, well knowing, and genero.ufly con- 
•>fidermg, that neither the one, nor the 
tither is dependant upon the choice or 
• power of any man in exiftence. 

The complaifant Frenchman however 
was too tnodeft to affume any merit to 
<himfclf upon the occafion — his views, as 
-he tcdd the ilory, being nothing more 
.than the retaking of DujfTeldorp ; but as 
that projeft failed, he had ftruck out the 
-equally flattering, though equally fruit- 
less one of finprifing Barpn ImhofF, and 
cutting his little army in pieces. Baron 
ImhoflF neverthelefs efcaped fht fnare, 
and by making a happy difpofition of 
his fmall force, gave the French geaeral 
a moft unejcpedted reception — a defeat 
•was the confequence, and the Baron by 
ipirited marches, unmediately on- this 
/^^ccefe, efiedbed an union *with' the duke 
of Marlboiou^^ and with the other al- 
lies* But notwithftandiiig this gleam of 
profperity, a fiicceffion of lotie^, imputed 
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by the Vicar to the abundant reinforce^ 
ment of the French army, obliged the 
allies to terminate the campaign, very 
little to their fatisfaftion. What Prince 
Ferdinand poffeffed, he was compelled 
to forego on the approach of the bad fear 
fon. The Englifli troops in particular 
fufFercd much by fatigue and ficknefs, 
and the duke of Marlborough was him- 
fclfcarried off by a dyfentery at Munftcr. 

Nor were the American attacks, admir- 
able foever as they were proclaimed, 
clofed without a melancholy cataftrophc. 
Soon after the Cherbourg expedition, and 
the reunion of the fleet and land forces, 
which, on the debarkation of the latter, 
were for a long time feparated by hard 
gales, a defcent was unfortunately refbl- 
ved upon, and as unfortunately carried 
into execution on St. Mdoes — for when 
the troops had but juft gained the ihbre, 
ibme diffatisfadtion from difierencc ot 
opinion arifing amongft the command* 
« crs. 
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^^ and which did not fubfide until the 
furfF gathered to a great height, Commo- 
dore Howe found himfelf obliged to quit 
the bay, for that of St. Cas. The army 
and fleet thus deprived of each other's 
fopport, the former became an eafy prey 
to the enemy, who bearing down upon 
them, unprepared as. they were for their 
reception, and compelling them to an im- 
mediate engagement, the officers found 
they had nothing for it but a fpeedy 
retreat; their fire, and their refiftancc 
were altogether unavailing; and their 
bfavery, and their flaughter only fimi- 
lar. Many in defperation caft themfelves 
into the fea, chufing rather to periih 
meanly, than grace the triumphs of a 
(^ruel foe ; nor has the lofs the Englifh 
fuftained on that occafion, been ever 
fully ftated even to this day. This was 
a blow miferable Britain could not be, 
infenfible of; fhe drooped the head, 
and exultation, for a fhort period, way 
Vol. L L no 
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no more. Had fuch repeated misfortunes 
been incurred under any other admini- 
ftration, the violence, the rage of the po- 
pulace would have been irreftrainable — 
the judicious, the feeling part of the pub- 
lic would have call themfelves at the 
feet of majefty, to folic^t vengeance for 
tlieir wrongs, and if unredrefled by fo- 
vereign interpofition, the more daring, 
and worfe principled would not have he- 
fitated to lift the hand againft the very 
life of him that had wrought out their 
deftruftion— but it was their favourite, 
it was their eloquent Mr. Windham who 
prefided at the helm — the blood of their 
countrymen was bartered for a few fair 
words, and a nation fufFered to languifh, 
to expire, for the pleafure of reading the 
language of fpecioufnefs, the language of 
artifice, the language of felf-gratification. 
It is true, Mr. Windham's worft ene- 
mies could .not fix a ftain upon his cha- 
rafiter s he was too wife, and too much 
ju the 
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the man of honour to work himfelfj and 
his agent, with his agent's agents, were ^ 
too happily chofe for him to have any 
thing to fear : therefore was the fmile of 
complacence ever more preferved on his 
countenance, and the honey of fmooth 
epithets dwelt at all times upon his lips. 
, Many minillers have been equally popu- 
lar, many minifters have been equally fuc- 
cefsful, many minifters have been equal- 
ly vigilant, and many minifters have been 
equally ferviceable to their country, but 
no minifter, except Mr. Windham, could 
ruin^ yet preferve themfelves froin,blame ; 
no minifter except Mn ^Windham could 
ever boaft of the warmeft teftimonies of 
the people's approbation, in the moment 
that he was baring the knife againft their 
bofoms, and their peace ; nor could any 
minifter except Mr. Windham have in- 
troduced that moft grofs abfurdity, that 
the fighting our neighbour's battles ' was 
fighting our own, with univerfal credu- 
L 2 lity 
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\4vy and univerfal fatisfaAion. Such ne> 
»Verthelefs are the triumphs of Mr. Wind- 
Itatn's adminiftration, and fuch mott 
vtfluredly has been the folly* the abufib of 
itkc people. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

MR. Arundel relieved by the clofingf * 
of the campaign from intenfe la- 
bour, Mifs Sidney began to* think it tio 
wnfit feafon for fatisfying her doubts, and 
removing her diflatisfadtions v not that 
£he in the remoteft degree fufpefted flic 
had been betrayed, or, at worftj had beca- 
other than negleded by her huftjand^ 

The Vicar one evening, on his arrival 
tt Stepney, perceived care and anxiety 
on that countenance where the Loves and 
Graces feemed moft peculiarly to revel ; 
he very naturally therefore enquired into 
the caufe. Mr. Arundel, refumed the 
Lady,, rather emphatically, I fear I have 
been deceived — you flattered me that I 
was of the utmofl: confequence to your 
happinefs, and fliould fhare your reputa- 
tion and fortune — the Earl of Windham 
is dead. 

L J Whftt 
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often heard the Vicar mention wiih ap- 
probation, and from whom he had fre- 
quently brought her very valuable pre- 
ients. Mrs. Raymond no fooner under- 
ftood file was Mr. Arundel's acquain- 
tance than file was profufe in her civili- 
ties, alTured her that ftie had the bed fe; 
of cuftomers in the world through his in- 
tereft, Mr. Windham and his lady, Lady 
Windham and her Lord, Mrs. Weftly 
andMifs Wentworth, and, not thcleaft 
confiderable though laft mentioned, Mrs. 
Arundel herfelf. 

The innocent MIfs Sidney, from ap* 
plying the compliment according to her 
comprehenfion of it, returned her bow 
of acknowledgement, and, having con* 
fented to take a difli of coffee, endeavour- 
ed to lead the really intelligent and good- 
natured Mrs. Raymond, into further 
particulars —and pray madam, faid 
flxe, fince I find you arc fo well acquainted 

with 
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with the family, how long has the old 
carl been dead ? 

! madam, returned Mrs. Raymond, 
a vaft while -, a fit of the gout carried 
him off, and Mr. and Mrs. Arundel had 
much fatigue with him during his illneis. 

Mifs Sidney felt an involuntary trem- 
bling, and could only repeat, Mrs.Arua^ 
dcl^ madam — 

1 thought you had known her, faid 
Mrs. Raymond ; fhe is a fine, fat, good^ 
natured lady as any in the whole worlds 
and drefles — Mrs. Raymond was. en* 
larging upon the merits of her cuftomer 
with uncommon pleafure and volubility, 
when looking up fhe perceived her gueft 
in a fwoon and totally infenfible. She 
rung for afliftahce, but all affiftance was 
for fome time vain, and the whole houfe 
delpaired of her ever recovering more : 
at length, however,' the unfortunate and 

amiable 
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amiable creature opened her eyes ; does 
the coach wait ? demanded (he ; I would 
-be conveyed from lience home. The 
people, exceedingly affefted by her dif- 
trefs and illnefs, intreaied that fhe would 
not think of leaving them untill fhe was 
better, or at leaft that fome one of them 
might be permitted to attend her home. 
Mr. Arundel docs not live far from herc^ 
faid Mrs. Raymond. Do not name him, 
madam, cried the wretched Mifs Sidney •, 
he knows me not, nor fliall he ever be- 
hold me again ; if you will kindly aflift 
tne to the carriage which brought me to 
the door, I will return you my beft thanks. 
The carriage was inftantly called, but 
the good-natured Mrs. Raymond would 
infift upon going fome part of the way 
with her to fee how the motion of the 
coach agreed with her, and promifed to 
leave her the moment fhe wifhed to be 
alone. Happy was it for Mifs Sidney 
that Ihe fell into fuch humane hands ; fhe 
had frequent returns of her faintings, 

during 
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during which, Mrs. Raymond fup- 
ported her in her armis, and at length 
prevailed upon her to flop ?X a houfe in 
the way to take fome refreshment. I 
would not be impertient for all the 
world, faid flie, but tljere is much to 
intereft in your appearance and beha- 
viour ; if I could be ferviceable — ^tears 
were all the anfwer fhe obtained, till 
ftarting from a profound reverie, can 
you, faid Mifs Sidney, can you enable 
me to conceal my felf from all the world ?^ 
do you know where the wretche d may* 
find an afylum ? fori am only wretched ; 
to guilt, thank heaven ! I am as yet a 
ftranger : I have one hundred pounds 
that I can call my own ; I would fubfift 
upon it untill I am fomewhat recovered, 
if I knew but where to hide this mifera- 
blehead. . • . 

Only be compbfed, madam, faid Mrs. 
Raymond, and leave the reft to me. Wc 
have hours fufficient before us, if it will 

not 
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not be too much for your ftrength, and: 
I will convey you where you Ihall be nvoft 
kindly treated. 

Let us go this inftant, cryed the weep* 
ing girl ; I have my little treafure always 
about me; it was the laft, the dying pre- 
ftntofamofl aflTedionate father; little 
did he think what a fad purpofe it 
would anfwer; a hundred pound note^ 
madam, was all he had to leave, and I 
have been fo circumftanced ever fince, 
fts to have preferved it unbroken ; I am 
now quite eafy, quite rcfigned, and will 
confider you as my better angel for the 
Cervices you will render me. 

Mrs. Raymond, ftruck with the beauty 
and innocence of Mifs Sidney, let her 
down in her own mind for a young crea- 
ture the Vicar had formed defigns upon, 
and therefore thought the beft means of 
i^ypg her would be to put her under 
th eroteftion of thofe who were in fome 

degree 
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ilegree connefted with him ; (he accor- 
•dingly gave the coachman orders to 
drive to the village where Mrs. Weftly 
and Mifs Louifa Wentworth lived, and 
acquainting them with her fulpicions,fbon 
gained their proteftion of her. Mi& 
Sidney was inconceivably diftrefled when 
fhe difcovered the ftep Mrs. Raymond 
had taken ; but Louifa, with all the 
' fweet perfuafion of humanity and tender- 
nefs, befought her to repofe upon their 
bofoms. We will neither betray you to 
Mr. Arundel, faid fhe, nor. enquire 
more into your own family affaifs than 
you may wifti to reveal : Mr. Arundel 
never vifits here, and as for Lord and 
X.ady Windham, lean anfwer for their 
meeting with your utmoft approbation ; 
-but have you no father, mother, friends ? 
O ! not one of all you have mentioned, 
faid Mili Sidney, am I blefled with; I 
>will, however, added fhe after a paufe, 
with your permiffion, board in your 
^neighbourhood, and when acquaintance 

Ihall 
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fhall have taught you how to eftcem mc 
pet haps I may find fome tolerable felicity. 
Mrs. Raymond took her leave, highly 
fatisfied with having fnatched a young 
creature from deflruftion, and promifed 
to be as fecret as die grave. 

The good Mrs. Weftly beheld the 
lovely girl with the utmoftkindnefs, and, 
though a lodging had been taken for her 
at a neighbouring farmer's, infifted that 
'Ihe (hould fpend that night at her houfe ; 
we will foothe, faid fhe to Louifa, we will 
fave her : in which generous relblution 
Mife Lx)uifa moft warmly concurred. 

The Vicar was too much alarmed by 
Mifs Sidney's behaviour not to make her 
an early vifit; but how was fhe afti>nifhed 
when he found flie Was gone beyond liis 
utmoft reach ! he was enraged ; he was 
. difappointed ; but it was not convenient 
to betray too rnuch of either the one or 
the other > he thejnefore relblved to fit 

down 
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down quietly with his lofs, and as Jove 
could no longer fill up his vacant hours, 
he determined to welcome hatred and 
revenge once more to his breaft. Lady 
Windham was with him the unmerited 
objeft of both^hofe dire paflions ; Lady 
Windham Was confequently marked 
down on the black leaf of his heajrt. 
Every thing was fettled at Stepney with 
all poflible fecrecy ; the fervants gratified 
and difcharged, to purchafe their filence ; 
the goods and houfe transferred to a bro- 
ther, to make what advantage he could of 
them, and the Vicar took an everlafting 
leave of that moft aukward of fituations. 
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